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X T a time when the Religion Laws and Liberties of our 
CounTRY are at ſtake, when the eſtabliſhed and tolerated 
religion is ſplit into ſo many difterent ſyſtems and forms that it is 
difficult for any reaſonable man (eſpecially if he be a Foreigner) 
to determine whether it means anything or nothing ; when our 
laws are bectyme ſo intricate and perplexed by the ſophiſtical 
reaſoning of the moſt learned men that it is very difficult in 
many caſes to know exactly what the law means; when our 
liberties are ſo extremely precarious. and uncertain (notwith- 
ſtanding the thoughtleſs multitude ſay and do almoſt whatever 
they pleaſe with impunity) and there ſeems to be left in this ᷑ 
Kingdom ſcarcely virtue ſufficient to correct the vice of : the {| 
preſent licentious age: in a word, Sir, when his Majeſty (in 

concurrence . with his Parliament) has thought fit to exact the 
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obedience of his American Subjects by a Military Force, and 
every man who dreads the natural conſequences of a Civil War 


and has a proper and equal regard to every part of the Britiſh | 


Empire, is called upon to exert his greateſt powers in the ſer- 
vice of his King and Country: I ſay, Sir, when ſuch a chain 
of gloomy miſchiefs ſtare us in the face and however unequal J 


may be to ſo arduous and intereſting an undertaking,---you will 


I hope indulge me in endeavouring to point out the cauſe of 
thoſe evils, and in contributing (as far as my abilities will per- 
mit) to reſtore that tranquility to the Church and State, which 
you and every good man withes for; happy in the reflection 
that I ſhall in the courſe of the enſuing year have an opportu- 
nity to contribute to your [266 009) by helping many of our 
Friends (amongſt the chief of whom I have the honour to 
rank you) to a KEY of that TREE of whoſe excellent virtues I 
have the moſt ſanguine and fruitful idea, 1 


Nor wait till death has op'd the horrid door, 
For tree that has been ſeen in days of yore. 


He that hath an Ear, let him hear, to him will I give to eat 
of the tree of life (a), which none of the princes of this world 
knew (b) 1700 years ago. By 


Indeed I have no doubt but that you and many other gentle- 
men of your Acquaintance, who are my particular Friends, (not 
ſtrangers to the diſadvantages I muſt unavoidably experience in 


this further appeal to the bar of the Impartial Public) will 
| make 


{8) Rev. ii. 7. {b) 1 Cor. ii. 8. 


1 


| make every allowance that I can poſſibly expect; and if I 
ſhould happen to diſcover in the divine VOLUME, (at this very 
| enlightened period) a few rays of light worthy to be adopted by 
the Rev. Dr. Southwell in his curious UNIVERSAL FAMILY 
BiBLE; or by the Publiſhers of a HoLy B1BLE, printing by 
| 1. Moore and Co. The Public would without doubt reap a 
| © benefit from their maſterly pens, and I ſhould nevertheleſs par- 
” Þ# take of the heart felt ſatisfaction which every public ſpirited 
man is intitled to by throwing his mite into the PUBLIC SCALE: 
but eſpecially, Sir, as you take much delight in grafting or 
1 # budding of Trees, —if I ſhould be as able as I am willing to 
- | furniſh you with a Cutting or Bud of the TREE of LIE and 
* F IMmMoRTALITY, and you ſhould (as I hope you will) live to 
> F ſee it Bloſſom and bear Fruit to perfection, it would naturally 
afford me a degree of joy and triumph beyond expreſſion, and 
| you would not repent of having patronized a volunteer in the 
ſervice of the Community, whilſt the ſelfiſh man (who has 
no feeling for poſterity) with all the cunning peculiar to a Je- 
ſuit, may object and ſay with the Fews of old (upon a ſimi- 


1 71 : ſion) How knoweth this man letters, having never learn- 
ed (c 


A. * 


In regard to our preſent unnatural difference with the Ame- 

ricans, wherein you wiſh to have my opinion; ſo much has 

- been already ſaid on the ſubject that it would be as idle as pre- 
t ſumptuous in me to ſay further than that, to think of forcing 
2 F the Americans to obedience and to eſtabliſh ſuch an obedience 
in fo extenſive a Country, (contrary to the general received opi- 
e | nion 

(c) John vii. 15, 


CJ 
E474 


nion of "its impracticability), I might as well think of oblige 
ing them all to accept ofa key to the tree of life, when it is 
more than probable that not one man in ten, has /erzoufly. n- 
quired what became of the TREE after The Lord God ſaid, 
| Behold, the: man is become as: one of ut, to know good and evil, 
And now left be put forth bis hand, and take alſo ue tree ＋ 
life, aud eat, and live for ever : be placed at the Baſt of the | 
garden of Eden, Cherubim' and 4 ſword, which ne | 
every way, to Keep the ery ow tree of ue 2 * boljitet i urn 


d) Gen, iii, 22, TY | 23 2] * 3 


But, Sir, 
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Bur, Sir, the chief cauſe of our preſent difcontents (in my 
opinion) is owing to the general want of Public Virtue 
or in our not having a juſt regard for the welfare and proſ- 
perity of the Britiſh Empire ; more particularly in preferring 


| our own wills to the will of Heaven: but eſpecially in not 


improving our religious li (wherein we have been greatly 
favoured beyond other nations whoſe modes of government 
are deſpotic) to the honour and glory of the SurREME BEING, 
—or in not worſhipping the one only living and true Gop as 
we have been directed by his Prophets and Son.—And I took 
my flaff, even Beauty and cut it aſſunder, that I might break 
my covenant which I had made with all the people. And I will 


8 brang the third part through the fire, and will refine them as 
Aver is refined, and will try ibem as gold is — 5 


: they ſhall 
call on my name, and I will hear them : I will ſay, it is my 
people; and they ſhall ſay, the Lord is my God (e). After this 
manner therefore pray ye: Our Father who art in beaven, 
ballowed be thy name, c. For the time is come that Fudg- 
ment muſt begin at the houſe of God. , - Wno has therefore 
(no doubt for wiſe ends) ſuffered or permitted the bulk of 
mankind to expect a happineſs hereafter in ſome remote region 
of which our ideas or perceptions at beſt are ſo imperfe& or 
- un- 

(e) Zach, xi, 10. xiii, 9. (f) Matt, vi. 9. 1 Pet. iv. 7. | | 


(6) 


uncertain that I cannot avoid thinking it has occaſioned 


(where the natural and intellectual powers have not been ſuf- 


ficiently guarded or protected) frequent 1n/anities, Phrenſy Fe- 
vers, and DE ATHY.——— But to think, hit Man, faſhioned 
after the ſimilitude of his Mak R, ſhouid fo far degrade 
himſelf as to be contented with the accumulation of riches 
or any other niſter gratification in preference to the more 
refin'd, generous, manly, and diſintereſted pur ixs which every 
truly good man owes to his Gop, to his KING, and to his 
Coux TRY, —is really aſtoniſhing.—lIt is no wonder, Sir, if 


ſuch men paſs by the Tree ef Life as an object unworthy of 


their notice, but they greatly err, who therefore imagine be- 
cauſe they have not ſeen it, there can be no ſuch Tree; and 
might as eaſily conclude there was no ſuch Tree placed in the 
garden of EvEn.—But which, it is no leſs my duty than In- 
tereſt and inclination to explain. | 


I would not have you, think that I am againſt a tolerated 
religion, nor that there are (in my opinion) too many places 
of public worſhip in any part of the world; while I hold in 
equal diſeſteem the modeſt: Divine who tells his too credulous 
Hearers * if they will not come to Cari1sT they will go to 
* the Devil, - with ſome part of the Catholick Faith, 
© which except a man believe ſaithfully he cannot be ſaved.“ 
In this I am confident that nothing can or will. go well either 
at home or abroad, till the GaraT ETERNAL JEHOVAH (as 
a Being poſſeſſed of abſolute perfection and who therefore 
cannit be cheated and will not be mocked) is worſhipped in 
SPIRIT and in TRUTH (g). 


g) John xi. 52, 


Be 


( Y: 4 


But, my dear Friend, I want to lead you to the Tree whoſe 
healing virtues I have reaſom to hope will contribute to the 
removal of our unhappy, diviſions in Church and State; and 
not jor that nation enly, but alſo that he ſhould gather together 
in one the children of God that were ſeattered abroad (b),— _ 
And as cating che iruit (when forbidden) was puniſhed with 
death, —I apprehend the taſting of it (by divine appointment 
when the time ſhall be fully come) will reſtore us to the 1 
$ favour of God, which is eternal life; or the poſſibility of an 
exemption. from Pain, Sickneſs, Sorrow, Decay, or Death: 
And the laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed, is death fi). O grave 
I will be thy deſtruction (. And he ſaid unto me it is done. 
Jam Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end (I). 


It was in this view, Sir, that I ſet out with the follow- 
ing harſh couplet, 
ile that wants more than Adam really lot, 

Deſerves to have his Ears nail d to a Poſt. 


| He that an ear, let him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the 
$ churches (n). 


You will not (tho' ſome pretenders to religion may per- 
3 haps) think that my natural temper is too gay for ſo ſerious 
and important an affair; I might as well be ſuppoſed pleaſed 
with the infamous bchaviour of ſome rude people who 
greatly diſturbed a Congregation of Methodiſts where curi- 
oſity led me yeſterday morning very early: but to return 


to 


() John xi. 52. (i) 1 Cor. xv. 26. (0 Hoſ. xiii. 14. (!) Rev. xx1, 6. 
(n) Rev. iii. 6. 


C1» 3 
to the Tree which I have not yet been ſuffered to prune; till & = 
then, it will not be in my power to ſend you a Bud of it, and 
which I think my duty to mention leſt any of our young 
Friends ſhould too haſtily conclude, that having paid their 
ſubſcriptions, they have nothing to do but cin up amidſt Þ - 
the thick Branches into the very heart of the Tree, without 
even waiting till its Vuits are ripe, or without being confider- 
ed as ſo many School-Boys robbing an Orchard. 


What ſeems more unaccountable is, that any Gentleman, 
ripe in years as rich in knowledge and experience, ſhould :' 
find fault with the uit without fi proving its virtues, or 
that he ſhould complain of the Tree as if it was either dry or 
barren merely for th at it only Sed the laſt Spring. Lou 
Sir, are too well acquainted with the BIBLE and the nature 
of things to draw ſo raſh a concluſion, and will admit that 
ſo intereſting a Buſineſs ſhould not be hurried over as /ome 
CLERGYMEN Hurry over the Burial Service of a departed | 
BROTHER in ſure and certain hope of a reſurrection to Eternal 
Life through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


But Sir, 


( 5 


N amber III A 
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UT Sir, though the raſh, the imprudent or impatient 
of the Community might think themſelves compa- 
ratively happy, (when they die) to be buried beneath the 
ſpreading branches of a Tree whoſe leaves will ſkreen them 
ö — the everlaſting diſpleaſure of the ALMIi ur, you can- 
not be ſatisfied with a negative happineſs; it would be a de- 
gree of miſery to you: you can never be contented without 
7 a Zafte of the fruits by which all mankind are to recover, 
| (when ever they are reſtored to) the loſt image of their Ma- 
ker, and which every good man muſt have a natural and ar- 
dent deſire to experience before DEATH. 


That inconfiderate men ſhould know but very little of 
what was never the object of their enquiry, is neither new or 
+ ſtrange; but that thoſe who are known to poſſeſs ſhining Ta- 
lents, or who make very great profeſſions in Religion—ſhould 
be careleſs or indifferent in a matter of infinite Conſequence, 
or that either ſhould ſhew the leaſt inattention to a diſcovery 
calculated for the meridian of the wokLD, does very little 
credit to their wiſdom, prudence, or patriotiſm, 


But they refuſed to hearken, and pulled away the ſhoulder, 
and ſtopped their ears, that they ſhould not hear, Yea, they 
| made 


(e) 


the Lord of hoj?s. That as be cried, and they would not bear; 
ſo they cried, and 1 would not hear, ſaith the Lord of hoſts (n). 


Tou may perhaps think, Sir, that if this buſineſs is brought 


enough; I ſhould be in that caſe ſatisfied, and conclude my 
time well employed, provided our friends in general were 
pleaſed with it, 


I am nevertheleſs of opinion that Parliament ſhould open 
a door towards the accompliſhment of ſo defirable an end. 
it was in that view, Sir, 1 wiſhed for a qualification to be in 
the Houſe, thinking the fruits of the Tree in queſtion, would 
be well reliſhed in St. Stephen's Chapel, by every true friend 
to his King and Country; as well as contribute to the cleanſ- 
ing the augean Stables, (as far as I am able to judge of its 
conciliatory qualities) better than any expedient that has yet 
been thought of for that purpoſe : but this, Sir, I beg leave to 
ſubmit to your judgment from the beſt information you may 
be able to get of ſaid Tree or its Fruits. But, that we may 
live to reap and enjoy the ſatisfaction of an improved conſiſt- 


of any Nation could object to ; that no ſubſcription to any 


boſom of another truly conſcientious man; that we may be 
no 


{n) Zech. xiv. 9. vii. 11 to 13. 


made their hearts as an adamant ſtone, left they ſhould hear the | 
law, and the words which the Lord of hojts hath ſent in his Spi- 


rit by the former prophets : therefore came a great wrath from 


to maturity in the courſe of a year, it will be done ſoon 


ent eſtabliſhed form of Prayer, &c. which no reaſonable man - 


abſurd articles of Faith, might further diſturb the tranquil | 


Fa mu wr Is gag ac 
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( 12 ) 


no longer the dupes of any artful ſelf-defigning junto, what- 
ſoever; but that in the peaceful Reign of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, the Inhabitants of this exzenfve EMPIRE might be as 
one fold, and one ſhepherd (o), the firſt happy, and the mot 
harmonious Family in the WoRLD, | 


3 Inſtead of this, Sir, there ſeems, at preſent, to be little elſe 
but ſtrife and diſcord to be found either at home or abroad; 
and notwithſtanding the Earth is loaded with the rich boun- 
ties of a kind and indulgent PARENT, we are almoſt ripe for 


ruin, through the envy hatred and malice of the Devil. 


4 * 


* Our Paſtors or Teachers indeed ſeem to have each their 
peculiar deſire of being the good Shepherd of rae}, (whilſt 
they tell us there is not one good man living upon the Earth) 
according as they are more or leſs prejudiced by birth, edu- 
ation or cuſtom, 


I therefore pleaſe myſelf in the thought, that you will join 

ith me in endeavouring to remove the chief Cauſe of our 
complaints, ſoon : For, Gop forbid it ſhould be al- 
Ways ſaid, we make rapid improvements in the polite Arts, 
I+hilſt we indulge ourſelyes in the corrupted religious opini- 
ns, of our Fathers, to which every other conſideration 
pears little or no proportion; or that it ſhould be acknow- + 
edged by other Nations, we are the moſt enlightned or free 
people upon Earth, but that we do not improve our Advan- 
ages as we ought—havng one general method of adjuſting 
our 


(0) John x. 16; 


( 12 ) 


our diſputes by numbers, tho' we know that ſuch numbers 
are frequently corrupt, almoſt to a putrefation; or, that we 
have not only liberty to addrets the King and Parliament for 

relief in every juſt matter of complaint, but that we may 
appeal to the KING of Kings (upon any emergeney) in what- 
ever way we chuſe, and wherein (provided we aſk in Faith, 
and not amiſs) we are ſure to be heard with acceptance. 
but, Sir, our Mzsfortune is, That light is come into the world, 
and men love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds 

are evil (o). | 3 


Indeed, we are told that Light is ſown for the righteous, and 
gladneſs for the upright in heart (.- However, I will freely 
own: to you, Sir, for the information of all our friends, that 
I think I have had a taſte of the Tree of Lie, as of a Tree 
ta be. deſired to make one wiſe (r). — And if I am not miſ- 
taken, that I have been ſo far indulged, for having preferred 
the will of Heaven, to every other Conſideration ; and to be 
plain, I do not think that any man will ever be permitted to 
the true reliſh of it, upon any other terms. e 


6% Joha iii 9. (4) Play xcvii. 11. (7) Cen. iii. 6. 


But, Sir. — 


Number IV. 


. * 
: A. , 
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Nr 


I UT Sir, —you will be at a loſs to determine wwherefore 
0 any of our intimate friends, eſpecially ſome gentlemen 
with whom I have not only taken more than common pains, 
but exerciſed uncommon patience, in hopes of initiating them 
into this myſferious Affair; I ſay, Sir, you cannot but wonder 
that ſuch men ſhould wiſh me to de what would unavoidably 
diſpleaſe you: bur that they ſhould expect me to make it as 
clear to their apprehenſions in one month, as it appeared to 
me after a diligent. enquiry for almoſt balf as many years as 
there are days in the month, is not to be exa&ly parallelled in 
the facred Hiſtory, © 5 | 5 


Beſides, Sir, you know ] have often hinted that this intri- 
cate and important buſineſs is nothing lefs than the finiſbing 
rote of HEAVEN; the final End or Completion of all TuixNGs; 
the abſolute Poſeffion of the promiſed Canaan, a land that 
floweth with milk and honey ( (by way of the Tree of Life); 
the very Let or Inheritance of our Fore-fathers, granted to 


them by CovexnanT (widely different to Charters which on- 


ly bind during the Pleafure of an arbitrary PxIxcx, who, 
whenever he thinks fit to break Covenant with his People, 
does 


| (5) Joſh, v. 6. 


E 


( 14 ) 


does it becauſe it is his WILL and PLEASURE, ſo to do.) 
In the ſame day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, ſaying, 
Unto thy ſeed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt, 
unto the great river, the river Euphrates, And [I will flren g'= 
then the houſe r Judab, and 1 will ſave the houſe of Joſepb, 
and Iwill bring them again to place them, for I will have mercy. 
upon them: and they ſhall be as though T had not caſt them off, 
for I am the Lord their Gad, and will bear them (t). 


Moreover, Sir, for that I 7h:+ this very intereſting buſi- 
neſs muſt be fini/hed in the year 2002. But, beloved, be not 
ignorant of this one thing, that one Day is with the Lord as a 
thouſand years, and a thouſand years as one day (u). And (if 
I miſtake not) the firſt account of Time in the divine Writ- 
7ngs or margin of the BiBLE, 4004 years before the coming. 
of Chriſt, with 2002 years ſince and unexpired, make 6006. 
rears, and will compleat the grand Scheme of tbe ALmicu-, 
TY; and of which, in my opinion, —zhe Son of Gop knew. 
no more than I did, at the Time when God ſaid, let there be 
light: And there was light. And God ſaw every thing that 
be had made, and behold it was very good. And the evening 
and the morning were the ſixth day (w). - Upon which, Sir, 
I beg leave to remark, that the /ix thouſand years may refer. 
to the /ix days wherein Gop made the world, and remind 
ws, that on the ſeventh day God ended bis work which he had 
made. And he reſted on the ſeventh day from all his work aubich 
he had made (x). And which I think clearly points out the 
Year of our Lord 2003, to be the Jubilee Year, — 


But 


70 Gen. xv. 18. Zech. x. 6. (u) 2 Pet, iii, 8. (w) Gen. i, 331. 
| (x) Gen, 11, 2. 


tt 7 


But in regard to the TREE from whoſe glorious Fruits fo 
much Benefit to the Public in general is to be derived ; the 
point with me is to conſider (with your Approbation) the 
propereſi Place where the firſt graft of it ſhould be fixed, and 
which greatly depends on the wiſdom and prudence of Ad- 
miniſtration: though I frankly own to you, vir, that I ſhould 
be glad to ſee it firmly rooted in the very Heart of this Coun- 
try, under the auſpicious inſpection and government of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty. 


A Tree in Paradiſe that grew, 
But has been long ſince hid; 
Which Sarai, Abram's Wife, might know, 
If Adam had obey'd: | 
If I, my Friend, ſhou'd ſhew it you, 
And you its Fruits ſhou'd taſte, 
I think you'd ſay, why this will do, | 
To pleaſe the Palate at a Lord Mayor's Feaſt.” 


Tis therefore that I am ſolicitous to know the Reſolution ' 
of Parliament upon our Diſputes with America, and hope they. 
will not think of ſubduing c to Obedience by Force (ſuppoſing 
or even admitting its practicability) nor without thinking the 
preſent unnatural difference ſomewhat ſimilar to a diſpute 
which not long ſince happened between a certain Nobleman 
and his Son, — when the latter (grown to manhood) expect- 
ed to be treated with cool 'and deliberate reaſon, inſtead of 
the moſt unheard of Severity and Cruelty.—And as ſome of 
our Friends, are deſirous of knowing my ſentiment on the 
Subject, permit me to add, that I think the immediate queſ- 

tion 


. ee Fs tr 4 
— W633 „ « * g 
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L003 

tion to be confidered, is not whether this Country has a 
right to tax the Americans, but whether the AcTs com- 
plained of by tbem are to be juſtified? If juſtifiable, to inforce 
them (not by coercive meaſures, but) with wwi/dom, modera- 
iion and prudence; if not to be juſtified, they certainly ought 
to be repealed. F | 45 e 


For as Solomon obſerves, The beginning of Hriſe is as when 
one letteth out water : therefore leave off contention, before it be 
meddled with (y). | 


Though I am rather fearful that proper meaſures will not 
be purſued till the Reform in CyuRCcn, (hinted at in Page 6) 
is really begun. Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and 
build the houſe ; and Twill take pleaſure init, and I will be glo- 
rified, faith the Lord. Therefore the Heaven ever you is flayed 


from dew, and the earth is flayed from ber fruit. Who is left 


among you that ſaw this houſe in her firft glory? And how do 
ye fee it now? Is it not in your eyes in compariſon of it, as no- 
thing? According to the word that I covenanted with you when 
ye came out of Egypt, fo my. ſpirit remaineth among you : fear 

e not. And Iwill ſhake all nations, and the defire of all nations 


Hall come, and I will fill this houſe with glory, ſaith the Lord 


of hoſts (2). 


(5) Prov, xvii. 14. (=) Hag. i. 8, 10. ii. 3, 5, 7+ 


But Sir, 


Number V. 1 85 


- — 


— — 


* 


UT Sir, you may poſſibly find fault with the laſt poetic 
line, not merely for that it exceeds the other lines in 
Pages Lu but becauſe it ſeems to convey an intention of fixing 
the jir/t graft of our Tree, in the Metropolis, — (tho! give me 
leave to + — for the information of our F riends; that 
wherever we agree to fix it, it will be, in my opidlion, the 
Center of the World) in ſuch caſe, if you will ſubſtitute i in its 
room the following line, | 


(To ſweeten _ Feaſt. l 17911 


I think it owl be not only more agreeable to you, but to the 
generality of dur Acquaintance, who may perhaps think if 
have power to fix it any where, that conſiſtent with my for- 
mer pretenſions,.— I ſhould prefer ſome Szock to graſt it upon, 
in the neighbourhood of Br1sTor, in preference to any other 
part of the CREATION; unleſs his Majeſty ſhould de gre ire to 
have it N ww near to himſelf. | 


It was in this view, Sir, that I wrote Lord Nerth, and 
the late Lord _ as follows: 


To 


ws 
— E ad 
* —— — -- - - 


To the Right Hon. Lerd North. 
« My Lord, 


% Jam (like a Fiſh out of water,) longing for the tran- 
quility of my King and Country, without the opportunity of 
being ſerviceable to either: if your Lordſhip would wh to 
know where the fault lies, I think it is not with me becauſe 
I am ready and willing to do any thing in my power for the 


public good; that is, I would be one of four fit men of your 
choice, to repreſent the City of London, at the next general 


Election; or, be behind the curtain to adviſe what meaſures 
ought to be purſued ; and whether I came in under the wing 
of your Lordſhip, or with the pspular party, my duty I ap- 


prebend would be as clear to me as the welfare and proſperity 


of the Community might ſtand in need of it: and the more 
difficult or perplexed any matter appeared in the public eſtima- 
tion, the more ready and willing I ſhould be to give you my 
opinion thereon:—but, my Lord, I fee no probability of do- 
ing any thing material without a matrimonial Connexion, and 
at preſent I have not any idea of marrying, if but for this 
one reaſon, —I think the time is not far off when the wiſe 
and prudent of both ſexes, will neither marry nor be given 
in marriage. | 


In hopes you will oblige me with a line to be left at the 
Poſt-Office in Bath, next Monday, I am, my Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's truly devoted 
and oblig'd humble Servant, 


r —— 


— — —y—̃ — 


<a a ira r 
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To the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor. 


« My Lord, 
“In the beginning of the year 1770, you may remember 
that I took the freedom to call upon you, (as one of my ſur- 
# porters in the Public Service) and after having kept me three 
or four weeks in ſuſpenſe, you told mie that you thought 27 
would diſoblige my Friends, and therefore very prudentiy de- 
elined the continuance of your Friendſhip. | 


You have fince nobly ſtood. forth in the cauſe of Liberty, 
(which is the cauſe of Gop) and have been as nobly ſupport- 
ed by her Sons; in the mean while 1 have been digging deep 
in the ſame rich Mine; am rooted in opinion that it will be 
found not a fruitleſs enquiry ;—and the encloſed papers will 
inform you vat has prevented my being in London. 


It happens, Sir, that zhis day 14 years ago, was the be- 
ginning of my diſpute with ; — it has been ever fince 
my ambition to improve ſo extraordinary an event to the 
moſt valuable of purpoſes, I mean nothing leſs than the Sal- 
vation of this vaſt Empire: in that view, if you ſhould think 
fit to favour me with a line, pleaſe to cover it to my Friend 
##&### —who (whilſt he has been employing his good Offices 
as a Mediator between ws) has the ſtrongeſt proof of my 
attachment to the cauſe of Liberty that it was expedient for 
me to give him, and to whom I intended this letter open, 
that he might deny any part of its contents or put the whole 
into the fire if he choſe it. I am, my Lord, : 


Your very obedient and oblig'd Friend. 
April 7, 1774. 


( 20.) 


I recite theſe letters for two reaſons, Sir, Firſt, becauſe if 


the late Election for Briſtol ſhould become void; and our 
Friends in general fould think proper to make choice of me 


for their Repreſentative, I ſhould have no objection to it, on 
a ſuppoſition that'I have it fully in my power to begin the 


wiſhed for Reformation in St. Stephen's Chapel. And, ſe- 


cond, becauſe they may not inconſiderately engage their Votes 


and Intereſt in caſe as aforeſaid, Nor would I, Sir, have any 


of our Friends imagine that I plume myſelf in the thought; 
for that my view in this matter is to ſhew the Public an ex- 


ample worthy of imitation, and to ſerve my King and Coun- 
try faithfully; and for that I neither have, nor will have any 


choice in it, in preference to their pleaſure. You will not from 
thence conclude that any man has a greater regard for the 
Peace of the City than myſelf ; but if the Door of the Houſe 


of Commons ſhould be providentially opened, and no one 


ſhould be thought more fit, at this important criſis, to re- 
preſent the Citizens If the wiſe and good of both Houſes of 


Parliament ſhould wiſh for a Ward of the Key of David, and 
it ſhould be in my power to help them to it—In a word, 
Sir, if by ſuch a Channel I ſhould be able to reach the Ear 


of Majeſty and to be ſerviceable to all Mankind—1 have a 


Soul equal to my wiſh, and the great end of the ALMIOHT y 
will be ſo far anſwered, . 140 


But Sir, 
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UT Sir, for: your further information and for reaſons 

which you cannot be a ſtranger to, and that you may 

not accuſe me of Partiality I beg leave to recite the follow- 

ing letters to the People of Gop called Quakers, and the Earl 
of Chatham: 


To the People of Gop called Quakers, to the care of es. 
« Efteemed Friends, | © | WES 


7:0 Agreeable to my laſt, (dated the 1oth of preſent month) 
I have now the ſatisfaction to addreſs you a few lines from a 
village near Bath, where I am -retired from the noiſe. and 
Hurry of a great commercial City, with a view, to know if I 
can the Will and Pleaſure of the moſt Hion, reſpecting my 
future Conduct; not that I ſhould have the leaſt objection to 
encounter the Clamour and Contention of a venal Parliament, 

rovided the deſigns of Providence could not be otherwiſe an- 

wered; but the chief meaning of this letter is to know whe- 
ther, the Party referred to, and thoſe whom it may concern, 
approye of my Propoſition to ******, of the ſame date as his 

Anſwer herewith encloſed you, in regard to the Perſon there 
pointed at? Becauſe ****# returned me one of theſe letters 


directed to * the 2d of 8th month 1773; and at the ſame 
AA time 


_— > — 
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time engaged me not to write **, any more letters, and for 
that alſo engaged me not to write him further about 
it. Fearleſs of the Event, for that De great day of the Lord 

is near, it is near, and haſteth greatly, even the voice of the © 
day of” the Lord, when The remnant of Iſrael ſhall nat do in- 
quity, nor ſpeak lies; neither ſhall a deceitful tongue be found 
in their mouth, And the Lord ſball be King over all the earth: 
11 in ibat day ſhall there be one Lond, and bis name one (. 
| I am with reſpect, your fincere Friend, &c. 

Il | 22d 8th Month 1774. ws 


To the Right Hon. Lord Chatham. 
« My Lord, | Wo 
1 * Upon your Motion and Bill brought into the Houſe of 
| i Peers the 1ſt Inſtant, which wear the open Cauntenance of 
| | reaſon, moderation and juſtice, I beg Leave to offer you a 
few firſt prunings of a Tree which at preſent dyes not ſeem li kel 
F to bear much fruit in this neightourbood : Permit me to add, 
1 my Lord, if you had thought 7 when I was in London 
| in the years 1769 and 70—and addreſſed you ſeveral letters 
(and papers which you did not return) to have. patronized 
me ; the Affairs of the Public in my opinion had not been 
F: driven to their preſent alarming Extremities. However, as 
| | things are or may be,—T ſhould be glad to be nearer the Ving 
of your Lordſhip, and have once more the honour to ſub- 
ſcribe, in the voluntary Service of my King and Country, 

My Lord, 
Your very obedient humble Servant, 

Briſtol, Feb. 6, 1775. AP we ___ 


(a) Zeph. i. 14. ili. 13. Zech. xiv. 9. 
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And, Sir, however idle or preſumptuous it may be thought 
by the 'wrong-headed part of our acquaintance, it has not 


been in my power to relinquiſh the opinion that there ll be 
no Peace tn the Britiſh Iſrael without my interference. Indeed it 
has long ſince appear d to me a Truth not to 
that the Power lodged with our wiſe Governors and Teachers, 
however ſhifted from man to man, was not equal to the wants 
and wiſhes of the Governed ; if ſa, no man of reaſon and 
reflection ſhould wonder at. the Confuſions which have conſe- 

ently taken place in a Family, ſo large and extenſively 
2984 and eee might have been the moſt com 
fortable Family in the Univerſe.— Beſides, Sir, if theſe mat» 
ters are. to be finiſhed in 228 years, you will not think it im- 
proper, nor too ſoon for all our Friends to know it, that it 
may be tranſmitted by them to the remote corners of the 

hep that the earth may be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the 52 (b). And if Go ALMIGHTY 
has ſeen fit to inſtruct me jj? in this Buſineſs, in pre- 
2 to a Scholar,—-Who will ſay unto n, What doeff 
thou (c? 

And notwithſtanding my opimon (in letter to Lord North} 
relative to a matrimonial Connexion, however particularly 
circumſtanced or related (d) ;—if you, Sir, and our intimate 
Friends ſhould be of opinion that a Marriage would be the 
moſt plauſible expedient ys accompliſhing theſe ſacred Events. 
I ſay, Sir, if you, with their concurrence, ſhould. adviſe a 
Marriage as the moſt uſual and /ikely means to bring theſe 
ob/linate Things to ep I ſhould, upon proper Ground, 


have 79 objection to it. 
In 


(b) IC, xi. 9. (<) Jeb, ix. 125 (d) Luke xx. 354.36» 


624) 


In the mean time, Sir, permit me to add to whatever I 
have ſaid on Americas affairs, ſince PARLIAMENT ſeem re- 
ſolved and his Loruſbip has propoſed to addreſs hit Majeſty that 
the moſt "likely Miet may be ade pte to enforce the Submſjion 
be American, however unjuſt ;—T think it a Debt I owe 
to the Cie of this CounTRY, but as a faithful Sub- 
felt to my PRNMer, I'think it 22 enfible DUTY to fay, 
(in hopes ĩt may reach the ear of the KN - that in my y opi- 
nion it would be attended with very dangerous Conſequences: 
for at ſure as Pharach and his hoſt were overthrown in the 
Red Sea, ſ% pure will the great and terrible Gop vindicate the 
Rights of the Oppreſſed. "The enemy ſaid, I will purſue, I 
will owertade, I will divide the fel: my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied 
upon them, I will draw my ſword, my hand all deflroy them (e). 
In that day, ſaith the Lord of bots, hall ye call N man his 
en, under the vine, and under the fig-tree (f). 


And ſurely no man endued with. common N. ING 
wil pretend to deny that if the great work of CREATION is 
to be compleatly finiſhed in the year 2002, the preſent day 
may with a good deal of propriety be conſidered as one of the 
days of the Son Man, to which we are vi the e Wri- 
ters ſo often referred. 


But to return to the Tree, Hine) Wie erty to prune, — 

15 Firſt Cutting or Bud of it"is; at your diſpoſal, whenever 

oe pr} tho I am ſorry to ſay, (as hinted laſt evening to 
Lor 


Chatham) it does notat preſent promiſe to be very Fruit. 
ful in the Neighbourhood of Bis ro. 


What 


(e) Ex. xv. 9g. (/) Zech 411, 10. 


( WJ 
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HAT ſeems more unaccountable is, that any of our 
Friends who have favoured the publication of this 
letter and have but a ſuperficial idea of the nature or proper- 
ties of the Tree pointed at, ſhould imagine that a Tree, fraught 
with twelve different Fruits, was intended merely for Perſons 
of their confined notions, without conſidering that (as before 
hinted) while the Fruits are calculated to render the Viſe and 
Goodotf all Nations (whether PAG AN, MAnoMET AN, GREEK, 
Ixw, GENTILE or modern CHRISTIAN )eternally happy; its Root 
and Branches will for ever ſkreen the Foolz/b from the dread- 
ful puniſhments they have been taught to expect beyond the 
Grave. But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
halt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eateſt thereof, thou 
ſhalt ſurely die. Like ſheep they are laid in the grave; death 
ſhall feed on them : and the upright ſhall have dominion over 
them in the morning ; and their beauty ſhall conſume in the grave, 
from their dwelling. He ſhall go to the generation of 2 s fa- 
.thers, they ſhail never ſee light. Man that is in honour, and 
underſtandeth not, is lite the beaſts that periſh (g. 
But, Sir, —give me leave to ſay, that if my opinions are not 
rejected, my inſtructions are to compleat this ſerious and im- 
portant Buſineſs ere wy Spirit quits its preſent Manſion ; tho 


whe- 
(8) Gen, ll, 17. PC, xlix, 14. 20. 
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whether I am believed or not, (if rejected) as I have often 
told you and many of our Friends, —I yet think it will be re- 
ſerved for me to finiſh in ſome other Body, at a more diſtant 
period: and though in 7h7s I am not ſolicitous,—to convince. 
you and our Friends that no needleſs delay ſhall be juſtly im- 
_ to me I beg leave to recite for your information, the 
ollowing letter to Lord Camden : Pa, 


| To the Right Hon. Lord Camden. 

„„ My Lord, | 
* I now beg leave to preſent your Lordſhip a few Sprigs 
of a Tree, of which if you ſhould contrive to fix only one Bud 
to a proper Stock, (the nearer to the Edge of the Water in the 
Centre of your Field, the better) I am of opinion that the Bloſ- 
ſoms, and Fruits of it when come to Maturity, - would not 
only delight your whole Family, but particularly pleaſe your 
Friends; indeed when I was in London in the year 1770 and 
addreſſed you a few lines on the ſame 5 you had ſeen 
fit to have conſidered me (not as a ſtranger) the Affairs of the 
Public had not, in my opinion, ran ſo counter to your wiſh 
and the wiſhes of every honeſt and conſiderate man; tho' in 
the preſent gloomy Proſpect, nothing can happen to the man 
of inflexible Public Virtue, who loves his King and Coun- 
TRY preferable to himſelf, from whence he may not draw 
Infinite Advantages : nor can any thing hurt ſuch a man but 
himſelf. Theſe are'maxims, my Lord, which I have proved 
from years of Obſervation and Experience—and therefore can 
vouch for their Authenticity : I am nevertheleſs of opinion 
that in this day of general depravity, every man of honour, 
integrity and public diſcernment, as his Conſcience and Rea- 
ſon 


( 27 ) 


F fon ſhall direct him, is loudly called upon to bear his Teſti- 
Z mony for the Truth, as the moſt likely means to reſtore the 
langutſhing Conſtitution of this COUNTRY, to its ancient GLORY. 
'Tis for this, my Lord, (however attached to the city of my 
birch) that J have often wiſhed to be rear the TuRoNE, 
where I might be of real ſervice to the KixnG, his FamILY 


and Fkitnps ” 
Briſtol, Feb. 8, 1775. 


From which I beg permiſſion to ſay, Sir, that however 
Lord North, the Earl of Chatham, Lord Camden or the late 
Lord-Mayor (inſtead of leading me to the Ear of his Ma- 
jeſty) may treat my opinions as the dreams of a diſguiſed 
man or as one who has not the regular Uſe and Exerciſe of 
his Reaſon in common with other men; the path of Duty is 
very plain to me; nor mult I be diverted from it by the whim 
or caprice of any Se or Party in the CHURCH or in the STATE. 

But the Lord ſaid unto me, ſay not, I am a child; for thou 
ſhalt go unto all that I ſhall ſend thee, and whatſoever I ſhall 
command thee, thou ſhalt ſpeak, Be not afraid of their faces: 
for IT am with thee to deliver thee, ſaith the Lord. Thou there- 
fore gird up thy loins, and ariſe, and ſpeak unto them all that I 
command thee : be not diſmayed at their faces, leſt I confound 
thee before them. (b.) | 

Some of our Friends may perhaps think that as this Affair 
is not to be compleated in leſs than 228 years, there is no 
probability of their ſeeing it finiſhed ; tho' I have long ſince 
given it as my opinion and I've met with no reaſon for altering 
my ſentiments, that there are People upon the Earth already, 
who will never die, Bebold I fhew you a myſtery; we ſhall 
. . not 


) Jer. i. 7, 8, 17. 


( COTE nn 
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not all fleep, but we ſhall all be changed (i). And Adam lived 


an hundred and thirty years, and begat a ſon in his own likeneſs, 
after his image; and called his name Seth. And the days o 
Adam, after he had begotten Seth, were eight hundred years : 
and he begat ſons and daughters (k). And the Prophet Ha- 
bakkuk, 1 think, points at the preſent day, when he ſaid Behold 
ye among the heathen, and regard, 2 wonder mar vellouſiy : 
for 1 will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe 
though it be told you (. | 

But the more fimple of our Acquaintance who with to be 
excuſed from this publication either becauſe they have, Fami- 

lies to provide for, or not time to read more Books, &c. does 
it honour whilſt they diſcover their great wi/dom in prefers 
ring the glittering Toys of Children to the Fruits of a Tree 
which at preſent there does not ſeem further occafion to guard 
from them, by Cherubim and flaming Sword).; or, to the 
more ſubſtantial joys of Heaven upon EARTH. Tho' I can't 
help pointing at thoſe who condemn or ſpeak ill of it, (not to 
my face) nor avoid ranking ſuch with the common Slanderer, 
in the following Soliloquy : 

I meet the man T've injur'd Face to Face! 

Courage was ne'er my Attribute, I own ; 

Td rather meet one of th' Infernal Race 

Unleſs 7 was to meet him quite alone, 

In ſome dark dreary unfrequented Track, 

Where J might plant a Dagger in is Back, 

And reach his Heart—Then whiſper in his Ear, 
There's ut a Man on Earth zhou needſt to fear.“ 
BY But Sir, 
(i) 1 Cor, xv. 51. (k) Gen. v. 3, 4. ( Hab. i. 5. 
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Bors Sir, I am ſtill of opinion that Things will not pleaſe 
us either in Church or State till the one only living and 
true Gop is worſhipped in SPIRIT and in TRUTH. 

ter this manner therefore pray ye: was the poſitive Com- 
mand of the Son of GoD.— Upon which 1 beg ws to make 
the. four following Obſervations. 

Firſt, That no other Form of Prayer differing in sub- 
ſtance, can be ſafely diſpenſed with. 

Second, That the Son of Gop has directed us to pray to 
the Father, and not to himſelf: Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
201 be a in earth as it is in Heaven. At that day ye ſhall 
aſk in my name: and I ſay not unto you, that I will pray the 
FATHER for you (m). 

Third, That there can be no abſurdity in Religion; it would 
therefore be contrary to reaſon to ſuppoſe worſhip to be now 
due to the Son of Gop, for in ſuch caſe every joint Heir with 
Jesus Cnarsr would be entitled to divine worſhip: and to 
imagine (not the mot higheſt, but) the no high, mighty, wile, 


holy, merciful or ſupreme BEING can be aſcribed to more than 


one Perſon, would' be an abſurdity bordering upon Idiotiſm. 
And, Fourth, For otherwiſe on the ſame parity of reaſon 
every Child of Gop would be equal with the mf HI. 
Indeed ſome Zealots for 1 (but not for the Truth) 
have concluded that I deny the Divinity of CuRIsT, While 
* | | | no 
{m) John vi. 9, 10. xvi. 26, 


8” BB % 


no man holds it in higher eſteem than I do. To wit, that 
GOD was in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto himſelf (n).— 
Such Bigo's may with equal propriety blame me for ſuppoſing 
the Son of Gop had no exiſtence until his mother Mary was 
found with child of the Holy Ghoſt (6). Or, tor ſaying 
that the Spirit of every Child of Gop exiſted as much from 
al Eternity as the Spirit of our Loxp Jxsus CurrsT did, 
(which was the Spirit of Gop). They would do well!“ 
to remember what the Son of Gop ſaid to his diſciples when 
he was about to leave the world : Nevertheleſs, I tell you the 
truth; it is expedient for you that I go away: for if IT go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I depart, I 
will ſend him unto you. And when he 1s come, he will reprave 
the world of fin, and of righteouſneſs, and of 1 Of in, 
becauſe they believe not on me; Of righteouſneſs, becauſe J go t9 
my Father, and ye ſee me no more; Of judgment, becauſe the 
prince-of this world is judged. I have many things to ſay unto 
you, but ye cannot hear them now. Howbert, when be the ſpirit 
of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth; for be ſhall. 
not ſpeak of himſelf; but whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall he 
ſpeak : and be will ſhew you things to come (p). toro 


However, Sir, while many of our particular Friends (whom 
I would gladly oblige) ſeem deſirous to have this ſerious and 
intereſting matter brought to a ſpeedy Criſis, the majority of 
our Acquaintance continue to do all in their power to pre- 
vent it: but in order to bring Things to a Concluſiun that con- 
ſiſtent with what I wrote Lord CAupEN the 8th Inſtant; in 
© "honour to his Majeſty ;—in conſideration of the moſt daring 
| and 


(n) Cor. v. 19. (0) Matt i, 10. %, John xvis 7 to 15. 


ry 
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and violent Outrages that are daily committed at the very 
Gate of his Palace ;—and for divers other Cauſes and Conſi- 
derations : — Eſpecially for that it ſeems indifferent to you, 
whether the Object in queſtion is firſt fixed in Briſtol or Lon- 
don, provided the deſigns of Providence therein are fully an- 
ſwered ;—permit me to recite the following Letter, - 


To the Minority Losps, per Favour of bis Grace the Duke 


of Ricnmonp, 
&© My Lords, | 


* On the noble Teſtimony you bore againſt an American 
War I beg Leave to offer your Lordſhips the fu cutting of a 
Tree which I have providentially diſcovered in this part of the 
world; and which as hinted to Lord CAM DEN (if grafted to 
a proper Stock, in the Metropolis) will not only bloſſom and 
bear fruit to pleaſe you, but. infinitely. oblige the KinG by 
preventing the dreadful ravages of a Civil War, and in re- 
ſtoring Unanimity among the Patriots who at preſent ſeem 
as much divided and ſubdivided as there are different Sectaries 
in Religion, | png 5] 


. 


Permit me only to add, that if my opinion ſhould be 
thought neceſſary in regard to the Sper for fixing ſaid Cutting, 
the moſt likely to anſwer the wiſh of every Friend to the 
Conſtitution of this CounNTRY.—A line left: for me at the Bar 
of the American Coffee- Houſe in Briſſol on or before the laſt 
day of this month will be eſteem'd a ſingular Favour and very 
much oblige, My Lords, | 


Your Lordſhips obedient humble Servant, 
Briſtol, Feb, 21, 1775. 
NN * 
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nions are not of yeſterday. 


And Sir, the following lines will ſhew you, that” my opi- 


To the Friends of an Univerſal Happineſs. 


Don't think me vain, or that I've too much Spirit, ST 
Nor with or try by any Means to break it: 2 
If I have more than what might barely do, 


It is not for myſelf, but yours and you. 
Beſide, tis known that I have often ſaid, 


« To ſee my Country bleed, my Heart has bled ; 
To hear the Friends of Liberty complain, 


Without Relief my Heart ſtill bleeds in 
" And if in all the Earth there was but one 


vain : 


Truly good Man, and he cou'd ſtand alone, 


To put a ſtop to preſent Altercation, 
-W hich fills your Heads with nothing but 


Vexation, 


For you I'd be that One with all my Soul, | 
And then, you know, we wa employ it whole.” 


And really, Sirs, if ſomew 


at is not done, 


While moſt are ſo much bent on Health or Fun; 


Many content with doing partial Good, 
Which can but ſatisfy a tew with Food ; 


Of whom the Bold, the Crafty or Deceitful, 


Believe me, Sirs, we muſt begin at th' 


In common, Fare much better than the Faithful. . 


Head, 


If we deſire Things ſhall be as they /birud ; 


For till the Parliament correct their Laws 


In Church and State—we chiefly gather Stratus; { 
Since there are found, in beth, notorious Flaws. 


la a few Words, when you adopt my Plan, 


Fil die or make you happy to a Man. 


Temple-ftreet, Jan. 775 1772. 1 ; 


Is; 
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But Sir, 
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UT Sir, inſtead of late 22d poetic line pleaſe to read, 
If we expect to low'r the Price of Bread; — 

and to obviate the objection of thoſe gentlemen who have 
ſaid, we are ready and willing to favour your publication 
by a ſubſcription, but we really do not underſtand its mean- 
ing, and therefore deſire not to look further into it;: — 1 

leave to refer them to the words of the Son of Gop. At 
that hour Teſus rejoiced in Spirit, and ſaid, I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto 
babes: even ſo, Father; for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight (q).— 
And to ſay that my intention is to keep cloſe to my firſt point, 
which was to reconcile the general meaning of the Scriptures. 
to the underſtanding of every man who wiſhes to ſee his KING 
and CounTRY happy—to point out one general ſyſtem in 
Religion, Politics, &c. which an Engliſhman may neither 
be aſhamed or afraid to avow before the Archbiſhop of Can- 
TERBURY or the Speaker of the Housꝝ of Commons; to 
ſhew this as one of the days of Judgment, and that there 
will not be any Judgment for the wicked after death : more 
particularly that there are but two ſorts of People on the Earth, 
who are generally ſtiled good, or bad ;—wilſe, or fooliſh ;— 
righteous, or wicked: - But that theſe two different Claſſes 


of 


(9) Luke x. 21, 


( 34 ) 


of mankind will either inherit everlaſting Life and Happineſs 


upon the Earth, or die and remain for ever after quiet in 
the Bowels of it, —is the great Buſineſs which I have and 
will endeavour, in the courſe of this and its ſubſequent let- 
ter, to demonſtrate to the ſatisfaction of men, whoſe chief 
object is to come to the Knowledge of the Truth. 
For thus ſaith the Lord that created the heavens ; GOD him- 
ſelf hat formed the earth, and made it; he hath eftabliſhed it, 
be created it not in vain, be framed it to be inhabited: I am 
the LORD; and there.is none elſe. And I will dwell among 
the children of Iſrael, and will not for ſake my people Iſracl. Say 
ye to the righteous, that it ſhall be well with him: for = 
Hall eat of the fruit of their doings. But, woe unto the wicked; 
it ſhall be ill with bim: for the reward of his hands ſhall be 
given bim. For evil doers ſhall be cut : but thoſe that wait 
upon the LORD, they ſhall inherit the earth. The wicked.ſhall 


periſh, and the enemies of the LORD ſhall be as the fat of 


lambs : they ſhall conſume ; into ſmoke ſhall they conſume away: 
whilſt the righteous ſball inherit the land, and dwell therein for- 
ever.— But as for my people, children are their oppreſſors, and 
Women rule over them.-O my people, they which lead thee, 
cauſe thee to err, and deflroy the way of thy paths (Y). 


And I till think it expedient, Sir, to be near his MajrsTy 
in order to eſtabliſh theſe opinions the ſooner ; but that it is 
beneath any man to ſolicit a favour where his principal am- 
bition is to confer a benefit. —Permit me to add, I am well 


pleaſed with a late determination reſpecting the Peace of this 


City, 


() Iſa. xlv. 18. 1 Kings vi. 13. Pſa, xxxvii. 9, 20, 29. Iſa. üi. 
10 to 12. 


DT Wo 
City, in hopes that Things in general will be put on a better 
footing before the preſent PARLIAMENT is diſſolved; much 
more with a late Motion of Lord NorTH's on American 

Affairs, and upon which thought it my duty to compliment 
him with the laſt numbers of this publication which belong- 
ed to a few LEADERS in the oppoſition: I have conceived a 
further pleaſure, Sir, in thinking that Mr. BaKeR a late Can- 
didate for London, was thought likely to ſucceed Mr. BukKe 
as Repreſentative for Malton; though if the latter had attend- 
ed to what I wrote him ſome time ago upon the ſubject, his 
wiſhes in my opinion had been peculiarly furthered, and his 
friend with whom I left the former parts of this letter had not 
thought it a miſtake in me for ſo doing. 


| Theſe, Sir, are conſiderations not to be unravelled by the 
thoughtleſs part of the Community, and too miſterious even 
for the wiſe'and prudent to determine with certainty till they 
have taſted of the Fruits of the Tree of Life. 


However, Sir, I would adviſe every reader of this letter to 
take only the part which-belongs to him, and not (as before 
hinted) imagine the whole exactly ſuited to his Underſtand- 
ing; it will be enough for him to draw an advantage from it 
equal to the expence he is at upon the occaſion :” and not 
worth his while to be diſpleaſed with my appropriating the 
profits from his Penny to the relief of perſons hurried into a 
Spunging-houſe for the Payment of ſmall Debts, | 

For your amuſement, Sir, permit me to recite the follow- 
ing extract from the London 4b Poſt of July 14, 1772. 


« Hail 


won OY 1 A 
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«Hail the auſpicious third of June, | 
Which bro't you within ſound of tune; 
Methinks I hear, Sire ſay, 
« She that with poetry is won, 
Is but a deſk to write upon ;” 
Still hail the glorious day | 
Tho” I had ne'er been a poet, | 
If man had ne'er been pleas'd without it, 
But to pleaſe poeteſs : | 
And having lately loſt your Couſin, 
Who for a while is gone to Heaven, 
I hope you'll take her. place. 
Then haſte nor waſte another year, 
But wing away your part, nor fear 
Amuſements for a Woman. 
The wiſe will *plaud our wedding-day, 
Next winter bloſſom as if May, 
A thing not very common.” 


And whatever ſome raſh people may have inſinuated to the 
contrary, I nevertheleſs expect very ſoon to ſee the firſt bud 


Of Tree 8 Life, which you ſhou'd know, 
From GEORGE no longer hid; | 

*T wou'd pleaſe him well to ſee it blow 
And I am not forbid 

To ſay, a further word to you: 
Then tell me why I pray, 

The fixing of it ſhou'd not do, 
To drive your Fears away ? 

You'll ſay perhaps „the Law's in fault, 

Or gen'ral Cuſtom plead ; 

Or that *#* *##*, *##* , or uo not, 
Might hurt your thinking Head.“ 

Such Notions you ſhou'd ne'er admit 
To lodge within your Breaſt ; 

If but for this—the Tree and Fruit 

Will yield you Joy or Reſt, 


. 
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UT Sir, to . you and our friends i in view | 
Of th Tree of Life, of whoſe Choice Fruits, I been 

Own to you, I long for a freſh taſte; 
Not without pleaſing hopes the Summer next 
Approaching, may indulge us with our much 
Lov'd friends, to fit beneath its ſpreading 
Branches, hung thick with pat ators Fruits; 
Which muſt I think in fragrancy exceed 
The richeſt Spice Trees from an Eaſtern Shore. 
But this, my friend, as I have often hinted 
To you without reſerve, cannot be well 
Enjoy'd but with Decorum;-—1 would 
Be underſtood to mean without a change: | 
Of Modes and Manners, too corrupt for ſuch 
A ſweet Repaſt :—Indeed we can't expect, 
If Reaſon's not our guide, that we ſhall e er 
Regain what our ficft Parent Adam really loſt. 

And give me leave to fay, Sir, the Errors that have found 
their way into the Church, (its more than probable ſoon after 
the Crucifixion of Chriſt) and which have ſince been handed 
down to us from generation to generation, are ſodeeply rooted - 
in the minds of the Clergy of all denominations,—that. it 
is really difficult to perſuade them to believe their Fathers 


were miſtaken in their religious Notions, —— Whilſt the 
candid 


6380) 


candid enquiter after Truth, who guided by his Reaſon, will 
expect that they ſhould either juſtify their own opinions or diſ- 

rove the validity of thoſe which I have adopted; and which 
l am ready and willing to ſupport, whenever they will, (ether 
in private or public) condeſcend to call upon me. 

I will as readily admit there are paſſiges in Scripture, that 
ſeemingly contradict thoſe I have quoted to favour my op 
ons; which ] do not intend to meddle with unleſs they ar 
urged as objections to the doctrine which I think it my duty 10 
eſtabliſh;—1 beg leave to ſay, Sir, that there are many ſuch 
paſſages (chicfly i in the New Teſtament) which ſeem to be 
worn out in the ſervice of men whoſe chief aim have been to 
addreſs the Paſſions of their Hearers, (by which fallacious Me- 
thod, many weak people have been frequently miſled, and then 
left defenceleſs to the next captivating Preacher) and of which 
permit me to ſay that they are to be underſtood only in a fi- 
gurative or parabolical ſenſe; or they are not fairly tranſlated 
from the original meaning of the Inſpired Writers. For that 
the Son of God generally ſpoke to the multitude of his fol- 
lowers in Parables. But without @ parable ſpake be not unto 
them: and when they were alone, he expounded all things to his 
diſciples (s). Notwithſtanding we find that they did not al- 
ways underſtand him. Then ſaid ſome of bis diſciples among 
ehemfeloes, \ohat is ibis tbat he ſaith unto us, A little while and 
ye Jhall nat ſee me: and again, à little whi le and ye ſhall ſee me: 


ana Becauſe I go to the Father. ? They ſaid therefore, What 18 


this that he ſuith, 1 little while? we cannot tell what be faith. 
His diſciples ſaid unto him, Lo, now eee thou Rn oy 
Jprateft no fur (9. 1305 of 


(6) Mark iv. 5 00 „ xvi. 17, e, 29. 
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And the reaſon whyhe ſpoke in Parables was, in my opinion; 
owing to the notorious ill E he experienced from the 
Chiet Prieſts and Rulers of the Jews, who were at the head of 
every Conſpiracy againſt him; and who would not acknowledge 
him to be their King, till after they had Crucified him. 

Nor is it therefore to be wondered at, dir, that they havs 
been permitted to hand down to us from that notorious and in- 
famous Tragedy, (When a Thief and a Murderer was prefer- 
red before him) the vague Notion of claiming.a Merit from his 
Sufferings or Death, as if merely by way of Atonement for their 
having rejected him. And he was withdrawn from them about. 
a;tones caſt, and kneeled dotm, and prayed, Saying, Father, if 
thou be willing, remove this cup from ine: nevertheleſs, not my 
will, but thiue: be done. And being in an agony, be prayed more 
earneſtly, and bis ſweat was as it were great drops of blood fall. 
ing down to the ground (u)., And when the morning was come, all 
F chief prieſts and elders of the. people took Counſel againſt 
Jeſus to put him to death, Butithe chief prieſts conſulted that 
they might put Lazarus alſt"to' death; Becuuſe that by reaſon 
of him many of the. Yews went away, and believed on Jeſus. 
And there was one named Barrabas, which lay beund with them 
that had made inſurrettion with him, who had committed mur - 
der in the inſurrłction. But the chief priefts and elders per- 
ſuaded the multitude bat they ſhould af Barrabas, and deſtroy 
Jeſus, and when. Pilate anſwered them; ſaying, Will ye that 7 
releaſe unto you the fing of the Feus? (For he knew that the 
Chief Prieſts had delivered him for envy) Then cried they all 
again, ſaving, Not this man; but Barrabas. Now Barrabas 
was à robber. And they ſmote him on the bead with a reed, and 
eben bim, and bowing their knees, wor/hipped him, (w) 

Saying, 


(u) Luke xxii. 41, 42, 44. (w) Matt. xxvii, 1, 20. John xii, 10, 11, 
xviii. 40. Mark xv. 7, 9, 10, 19. 


( 40 ) 


Saying, We have no king but Ceſar. . And Pilate wrote: à li- 
tle, and put it on the: croſs. And ibe writing was, Tas 18 
Esus OP. NAZARETH, THEKING OF THE! JEWS. Then ſaid 
the chief Prieſis of the eus to Pilate, Write not, The King 
of the *Fews ; but that he ſaid, I am King of the Fews. Pi- 
late anſwered, What I baue written, I have written (x). 
Upon which, I beg leave to recite the following Soliloquy: 
0 Adam, on the milchief thou baſt broupmt 
Upon th' whole human race for want of thought; 
Since hadſt thou ne'er tranſgreſs'd we might have been 
Now happy ;—but the confequence of fin, | 
Was ſorrow, pain and death.—And yet we ſee, 
Some dare not only lay their faults to ther, 
But for atrocious murder wou'd be free | 
Are ſo bewilder'd by ſome evil ſpirit, "4p" 
Where they ſhou'd feel remorſe they claim a merit; e 
And while they nicely calculate the time, \ 1 
Shew little anguiſh for the vileſt crime: 
With chain of fins are fo faſt ty'd or bound, 
They ſeem refolv'd no medium ſhall be found 
To eaſe the chain]! In ſhort,” by vague pretences, 
They thwart each other till they loſe their ſenſes. . 
Even the Patriots of the preſent day \. + 
Are ſo perplex'd they've ſcarce a card to play, 
(Like Travellers, who, having miſs'd their Guide, 
At the approach of Night are terrify'd). T9 
Then prithee Adam, tell us where and when, 
Men will begin to chi and a like men; 
When each within the twinkling of an eye, | 
Shall clap his hands upon his heart and thigb,„ 
And ſwear by Him alone who arch'd the ſky, ' 
<« That he'll preſerve his Liberty, or die!“? 
Then we may hold our preſent fleeting Breath, 
And not be liable to Sorrow, Pain, or Death.” 
Briftel, April 7, 1772. A0 | 
John xix. 15, 19, 21, 22. Matt, i. 37. 
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Bur Sir, you and every good e cities; deter is 

that the great and gracious Purpoſes. of the Almighty 
may be accom pliſhed, will neither object to the mode nor 
inſtruments by — it is compleated; it will be enough for 
you to act the parts therein which the Providence of Gop 
may particularly aſſign you. You will pardon any digreſſion 
that may appear to me unavoidable ;— naturally conclude 


that my view in reciting the foregoing Soliloquy is to confirm 


you in ' the opinion that my religious notions are as old as 
Adam :—and permit me to make two or three W 


on the preceding paſſages of Scripture.— 


Firſt, That as the Chief Prieſts and Elders of the Jews, 
who were the chief Conſpirators againſt the Son of Gap, 
and it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe principally concerned in hand- 
ing down to us in the ſame line, the account we have of his 
Life and Death ;—it ſhould not be thought ſtrange if there 
were more ſeeming Contradictions in the Scripture accouut of 
that important and very ferious Matter, 


Nor Second, That our preſent Chief Prieſts and Elders 
ſhould, by ſubſcribing to the Thirty-nine Articles of the e- 
ſtabliſhed Church, perfectly underſtand the true meaning of 
Parables, of which His diſciples and immediate followers 


were frequently at a loſs, 


And, 


( 42 ) 


And, Third, That it would be very abſurd. to ſuppoſe 
they ſhould therefore, be fr/# entruſted with e key of Da- 
vid, that openeth, and no man ſhutteth; and ſhutteth, and no 
man openeth (. 

And Sir, to pleaſe our too impatient Friends (if ſuch are 
to be pleas d who act like children) who think the year 
which I have oft propoſed to you to point out Tee of Life, 
will never expire; Sor at the end of which, that I ſhall leave 
them quite as ignorant as 1 found them; — I beg leave to 
inform them for the preſent, That on the ſudden death of 2 
. young lady, for whom I entered the lift with the arch fiend; 
ahd having conquer'd him, I thought in turn, to puniſh him; 
indeed he well deſerv'd it from any man, as Friend of all 
mankind; he having injur'd the whole human race, and in- 
troduced upon our earth, the curſe of ſickneſs, forrow, pain, 
decay and death, for near fix thouſand ycars: I have there- 
fore, Sir, by Heaven's conſent, thought fit to fix him to the 
Monument; confined by proper Chain, to which with all his 


| potency and ſkill, I challenge him to add therets one link; 


and to which permit me to add the following lines: 


Say Muſe, for what, to ſearch the Depth of Hell, 
Unleſs to pleaſe the Maid 1 lov'd right well, 
The Daughter of my Friend *. * *##* #*## , 
Other important Objects court my ſtay, 
Or elſe, from hence, I'd wiſh my Soul away, 
And meet my Harriet here, ſome future Day.“ 


n | | And 
{y) Rev. iii. 7. F | | 


(4B) 
And for the farther"amuſement and information of all our 
Friends, I beg leave to recite the following extracts: 


: T6 the PrrxTer of the Whitchill Evening: Polt. 4 1. 


Daodgnꝗt | r Shatner en 
You muſt — Sir; from a conſideration of he great 

miſabief the Devil has heed doing ever ſince he ſeduced our 
ſiriti parents; and from à ſincere! regard to my fellow-crea- 
tyjes, Ihaye thought for a conſideràble time, of the poffibi- 
lity and neceffity; af chaining him to ſome proper fixture”, 
therefore, Mr. Printer, if you, or any of your ingenious cor- 

reſpondents have no objection to the thing, I will endeavout 
(9y the aſſiſtance of GOD ALMIGHTY ) to chain the old toad 

bythe car, to the Monument, as the fitteſt place I have yet 
8 plofor-ſo loathſome ahd deteſtable a creature. 
750 tis de re 

id: rag 2 notion of giving * es range of the gallery; 
but on more mature conſideration, have thought that that 
encloſure may be a very proper receptacle for his moſt in- 
timate- friends, Who, though they (by their actions) ſeem 
Willigg to be neat him; on cool reflection, may not chooſe to 
be hereafter s cor his reach, 


I am, Sir, your's, &c. 


May 24, 1770- A WiTuey,” 


* We have favoured the above letter with inſertion, at the particular 


requelt of a correſpondent, but confeſs ourſelves unable to comprehend the 
wit, humour or meaning of the writer, 


* | To 


(44 ) 
To the PRINTER of the ne Evening , 
sI, ohh 
«..x- 1 your Paper of laſt | Thurlday before. me; and 


though you. acknowledge yourſelves unable to comprehend 
the wit, humour or meaning of your correſpondent A. W. 
Jam very glad you have oblig'd him, by inſerting his letter; 
for if I miſtake not, we are told in the Scriptures, That 
Satan was to be bound for a thouſand years, and' that. with 
Gon, or by his peanilſion, all pigs are PEI e 


Should your correſpondent mean and bis able to hinder 
him from doing more miſchief, I with he would do it ſoon, 
that we may ſee an end to the preſent heart-burnings, which, 
I own, ſeem. to be encouraged by the common diſturber of 
all mankind. In that view, Sir, 1 think it muſt be the beſt 
thing that has been done fince the Monument was erected ; 
and therefore entreat you, Mr. Printer, to inſert whatever 
| you may further receive from him on the ſame ſubject, as 
ſoon as poſhble, provided you have no other objection than 
what you give us upon the above-mention'd letter: in fo wo 
ing you will at leaſt oblige * correſpondent, 1 


May 37, 1770. Lucy GRANT,” 


75 . 3 of the Whitehall Keel En 


O muſt know, Sir, that at preſent I am not a Mem- 
ber of the Female Society; but on reatiing (by chance) 
a Apr in your paper of the laſt. ſigned L 
Gram, was led to a letter of A il itbey, in a former | 
and have ſo an opinion of his propoſal, that, when be 
has done the Thing, and convinced me of it, ſhall certainly 
Petition to be admitted a member, if for no other reaſon than 
to ſe, and give my vote that be may be our Secretary, 
1af he will oondeſcend to accept: of ſo menial an Office: 
But am ſorry your dent Lucy Grant ſhould omit to 
mention (provided ſhe knew) where: the paſſages referx d to 
are to be met with, having puzzled myſelf prodigiouſly, with- 
out being able to find them, and am aſham' d to let oy wy 
know (by aſking) how ignorant I am of my Bible. 


However, deat Mr. Printet, ptay do give my compliments 
to the gentleman unknown, and tell him from me, there are 
To many Charming Natural Confequences' to reſult from his 
Propofftiod, that I cannot poſſibly enjoy myſelf, nor be in wy 
rireafiire happy, til de 5 fatisfiecd tr che un is done. 


1 9 4 * f 


„Jour inſerting this in your Panes as ſoon as "convenient, 


WII very much oblige your correſpondent,” Leoxora.” 
e- spur, June 13, 1770. WA \ 230 10 JJ ot «+4 L 


The 
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*.* The Order ſent for „ & Wubagy Pieces 2 being miſtaken by the Com- 


poſitor for their being omitted, he has miltaie rrhey were not long; we with 


the Author would ſend us another Copy. 
Whitehall Ev. Poft, June 71 me IS 


To the PRINTER of the Wiebe Evening Poſt. 
a 4 81 R, W een 
* Agreeable to a late orqpolel, permit me through the chan- 
nel of your paper, to inform mankind in general, particu- 
larly your fair Correſpendents, Lucy Grant, and Leonora, That 
I have the pleaſure and ſatisfuaction to aſſure them of Having 
fixed the Patron of all miſchief upon the Top of the Monu- 
ment; ſo that, in futute, they will having nothing to fear, or 
anſwer for, but their own Adtions; without being even able to 
communicate them to Poſterity: And that this father of ini- 
quity will be permitted, by a peculiar Power, to attract 
ſpirit which belongs to him, us it drops fleſh, ta his — 
Tit; and think himſelf comparatively; happy, in the hopes of 
eſcaping the threatened future Vengeance of the ALMIGuTyY. 
In my next, I may give them ſome. cogent reaſons to con- 
clude, that this is not a dream. bye mares ng” 
J T am, Sir, y"N. 85 &c. . WITHEY,” 8 
| Londen, Jinks 30s 1770. 11s I 2089 'O! WO. 12 


To tbe PRINTER of the Whitehall Evening MY 
6 wo IR,--:: 
A Hater of Abſurdities hens leave to acquaint the Public, 
=_ means of your free paper, That his notions of a general 
tranquility are extenſive to the r of the whole earth. 
Pall. Mall, July 1, 1770. 


. Theſe extracts, Sir, I doubt not will conyince you and every 


man that is open to Conviction, particularly thoſe gentlemen 
IT who 
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who, have patronized me fince the year 1760, —that I have 


neither been idle in the Service of the e nor * 
together employed about trifling 1 | on 20 


For your further information, Sir, and to obviate the ob- 
jection of a few well meaning 157 1 beg leave to con- 
ſider the propoſed 26 numbers of this letter as ſo many Wards 
of a Key to the Tree of Life, which (like any other key) 
cannot be uſed to advantage till its Wards. are compleated ; 

and on the ſuppoſition that you; have not ſeen it 10 by the 


e Appeal of our 5 Wa | 0 9s PPE eing. 

. Dread Sovereign, « Beit W QC ' bi 75. 

* Since my laſt occaſional Appl w'Thy Migetty, Thou 
haſt confirmed me in opinion, That the Teachers in religion 
of the preſent Age, muſt be wrong wheh they addreſs Thee 
under the different characters of Holy Father ; 8 
Jeſus; —and ** Thou Faireſt among Ten Thouſünds: 2 
well as thoſe who fay, * The Father is Gop, The hes is 
Gop, and the Holy Ghoſt is God; and yet there are not 
three Gods, but one Go: Or, (as I —— hint- 
ed to them) we being either Thy Children or Children of 
wrath, and if the former, joint Heirs with ny CurIsST, 
might i in Time, be left to worſhip « one. another g at leaſt Thou 
mightſt permit us to continue the religious jumble till our 
preſent glimmering light, became thick darkneſs, 


But, dread Sire, in order to prevent. ſo direful aᷣ cataſtf̃o- 
phe, I have propoſed to the conſideration of qur Chief Prieſts 
and Elders, and though a ſtranger to the Hebrew, Greek or 
Latin languages, would, (with their Concurrence, and the 

die ud ſanction 
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ſanctibn of Parliament, under Thy particulat direction 
for the honour. of the City of my birth — and that it might 


be no longer a proverb, that a pronbet is not without honour, 
but in his. own country, and among bis cum Kin, and in, his 
"own! houſe (2); enforte the eftabliſhment of one rational and 
Toca le fyſtern of religion, in this part of the world, 
Way of example to all other Nations. And tho' this by ſome 
may be conſidered arrogant or preſumptive, to thoſe La are 
A of contributing to ſo noble and intereſting 
At Will appear in a di light; and inſtead of t ecke 
ich 


pᷣtoſpect of 'a general diſcord, F not bankruptey in 
and State, we may be the firſt, and e e e moſt 
r c facto 
1 orgy T ee wee ee, 1 Barts Nec 
. W1 or * 47 24> boa en ; 4 
* — Sredchet ont to Rive ene ru 4 64 21 1 
= go pp urethra i 900 an 
as . F rig 2uto] 
21 1ac Joys for us ne'er intended; ol wy ie og Heyy 
Since none can point out leaſt defect. | | | 
__— Nor fay, wught ſhou'd be mended , | ea 
III all Thou deſign'd for mann, 900 
Iy + 1916 ä 2, Au! (cal: o by 
RN beyond our power to ſcan, | 8 TY nv 
E we the whole regain. K be 
| 45 A*. 4 — the joyful morn, ein 002 
I's in When Angels ſhall proclaim | 197-71 


« The Will of Gop on is done, 1g 3634214 
&« And all mankind revere His ſacred Name.” © 
TT IC 7 190: #4 2 E 8 D R A.” 
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Bunz. Sir, in the laſt letter of A Wi they's, | 
| Inſtead, of ** but their own actions; it ſhou'd 
: Have been, © the acts of their own Spirits; Nett 
On which permit me to obſerve that he, 
Without a doubt, muſt mean Poſteri 
Wou'd never more be injur'd by the fall 
Of their firſt Parents. But what's ſurpaſſing 
Strange, is this, —ſome of our Friends, for learning 
skill'd, and honeſty of heart few more renown'd; 
Nor leſs acquainted with the height from whence 
The firſt of human race, when tempted fell: 
I I fay, for them to leave a Tree' whole fruits 
1 Firſt offer'd them, wou'd drop with-gentle touch, 
Spontaneous to pleaſe the niceſt palates, 
(As if I'd wrote to them in Arabic) 
Has not its equal folly in this Cou 
But ſtill, its not too late for them to x. 
The hint, with this remark, when they're diſpos d 
To accept a Key to the Tree of Life, 
No Wards of any Lock, can e'er withſtand it. 
To clear up what I ſay, that all the world 
May know the fault was theirs—ſhou'd they per 
In ſaying, ** whence hath this man the pos vw 
He — to? We'll nc'er believe him.“ 
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SA 
I beg leave to recite the following Letters and Card, 
To her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Dowager of WAL Es. 


«© Madam, 


* With the moſt humble ſubmiſſion I beg leave to ad- 
dreſs your Royal Highneſs a few lines before your depar- 
ture for your native Country. 

I am induced to it from the conſideration of having 
pledged myſelf to our Friends in behalf of the Public, That 
my notions of a general tranquility are genuine, generous and 
conſiſtent; not ſolely — to your Son and the ſubjects 
of his Dominions, but extenſiwe to the inhabitants of the 
moſt remote corners: of the earth : and therefore, Madam, I 
not only hope by this addreſs to reach His ear, but ſpread 
the report through every Court of your intended tour, with 
the additional cireumſtance of my having fixed the great diſ- 


turber * — to the top of the Monument. 


% As one: of it, — to think the pre- 
tended friends of bis Majeſty will, before your return, bluſh 
at the indecent liberycs they have taken with the Mother of 
their King. 

% Your Royal Hi gbnele will Aue this freedom, and 


believe me to be, with all paſtible: obedience. 


June 7th. uh Your moſt Dante Servant.” 


2 the Ke. 
cc Honour'd Sire, 


« With all pole banilliy I beg leave ie refer: your AI 
jeſty to the foregoing; — two letters, hieh took the 
liberty to addreſs you in; ar Public Ledger alſo to the en- 

eloſed 


C i843 


cloſed copy of one, (however abſurd or inexplicable any part 
of it may appear at firſt view) addreſſed to your Royal Mo- 
ther the morning of her departure for the Continent : to 
aſſure your Majefty of the moſt ſacred and inviolable attach- 
ment to the honour, intereſt and happineſs of your Perſon; 
Family and Friends: and as far as it may be in my power 
to contribute thereto, I am, with infinite reaſon, 2 priety 


and truth, | Your moſt faithful Subject. 7 
June 18, 1770. | 
For the Whitehall Eyening Poſt, 
| A CAN Dy 


% Pray dear Mr. Printer, do tell me What is home of 
your correſpondent A Withey,. who not very long ſince, told 
us in your Paper, that he had: fiued the old Black gentleman 
upon the Monument, and that in his next, he ſhould give us 
fome reaſons to believe he had done i it. 

' © It would oblige a great many of your readers, particu- 
Erly your correſpondent, MARIA.” 
arch 25, 1771. | bs 

ee know of no des why we have not lately heard 
from A Withey—except our refuſing to inſert ſome lines he 
fent us upon the death of 4 lady.“ | 
„„ « MARIA's Card is too unimportant for public inſpeRion.” 


"Tin which and the foregoing letters, permit me, Sir, to 
make the following obſervations: 
PFirſt, That on the day the V. E. P. with letter of Luc 
Grant appear'd in Brifel—the ſame day the ſaid Paper with 
Leonora's letter was printed in London and the day, a week 
after the Princeſs Dowager ſet out on her tour, 


mY GOP 0 ** died. Se- 


( 52 ) 


Second, That the ſame day, and ſoon after T had deliver- 
ed my letter to his MajesTy in his Carriage, (the firſt time 
of his going to Kew with the Queen, after the Birth of the 


Princeſs Elizabeth,) I firſt ſaw the account of her ſudden; 
and unexpected death. | 


And Sir, to perfect this ward of the Key to the Tree of 
L ife, I beg leave to refer you to the following lines: 


7 the PrinTER of the Public Ledger. 


While ſome are blam'd for writing treaſon, 
I'm told 1 La wa wy nor reaſon ; 

A charge ſo ill-natur'd (not witty) 

I Aare refer to any body; Fo — 
Thoꝰ you e La nc nevet ben a. P | 1 
Rhymer, but to pleaſe Eliza z: 4 „ eee 
And ſince, when I find leiſure time, | 
To write in verſe I think no crime 
And therefore write to you, in- chime : mx 
And if my Friends who want not thought, 

Wou'd think and act as wiſe folks i L 
And as they have been lately taught; 
I'd ſhew them plain as A. B. C 74 
That Heav'n upon our Earth wo be; A 
Explain to them the Second Birth, on 10 
Whilſt they are ſafe upon the — 2 
That, when pleaſe 600, we may ſtay bare, 
Nor wander thro' the Atmoſphere : 
(Indeed we have no buſineſs there) 
And you may lay before next Lion. 
« The thing is very plain to Printer.” 
Still ſome, old Pharaob like, He e ſee, 
Seem fully bent it ſhall not be. | 
Pretending that it-cannat be: 
But, all the reaſons they give for. it, 
Are, „If you know it we ſhou'd know it, 
And we don' t know it, nor believe it.” 


T4 


Oct. 29, 1772. 
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AVING rota, {iv hag the Tree of ELIE), 
1 60 at the Cauſe of our preſent growing Evils, and that 
in ans to remove them I thought a-reformation in Church 


and State ablolutely neceflary ; that the firſt Step towards it 


(with a view to bring the wandering Sheep into' one Fold) 
Was. to aboliſh any abſurd or ridiculous Formulares in Reli- 
gion: and having anſwer” di every objection (worthy of notice) 
- which I have been able to diſcover from thoſe gentlemen of 
our acquaintance who ſtudy the ſacred Pages with a deſire of 
coming at the Truth: —1 — Sir, having proceeded ſo. far, 
and ſhewn by reciting ſeveral extracts from the public Prints, 
that for ſeveral years, paſt I have been endeavouring t to eſtabliſh 

opinions contrary to thoſe received by Chriſtians in general. — 
Permit me by way of digreflion, or from a ſecondary Cauſe of 
the Evi $ we Art at, to obſerve! that the Laws of this C6un- 
try, are not, 1 think, adequate to the wants and wiſhes of its 
' nanierous and varloys Inhabitants. as al 1190 ANW 10 


112 hve T9901: VTIG2 C1 S9; Ii SONMRSTIIIONOAO * 1117209 
_ not-beundenſigod:to mean that many of. our; Laws 
are not excellent, but every candid and conſiderate man muſt 

allow that either they are too prolix, and therefore frequent- 
J confbund one another, or that they are not always properly 
of executed. LhBut in my opinion, Sir, it is rather owing 'to their 
* Having beth notoriouſly violated by all Ranks and 
120 men, "with r i However, 7 beg leave to obſerve; 
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( 5 ) 
irſt, That under our preſent Laws, inſtead of being the hap- 
pieſt People i in the world Millions of both Sexes and of the 


moſt worthy part of the Commbhiity*/ Have lived, languiſhed 
the midſt of plenty) comparatively | wretched 


for want of thoſe Emoluments which the Laws of Gop — 


Nature always intended them; but which, 2 88 
valence of Corruption, and Cuſtom, have been WING 
Innes: Roots: arid licantious. ohe a 


N e That thoſe Taxes hien are erat felt by the 
lower. claſs of Mee, are neither equal nor 1 or not fo 


proper as many others that might be { ſubſtitute in their tog. 


10 "Phird,” That the puniſhment of Delinquents i in capital Ca- 
ſes, is not adapted to their different Crimes ſo as to anſwer the 
ends of the Law, which ſhould be a Terror to evil 8 
but a a Praiſe to them that do well. . | 


19111063) 07 
— Fourth, That the loweſt. Claks: of the lhe ls wich 
1cby. far the bulk of Mankind) are not able 24 «proſe 
ſyſtom of Laws, to obtain that relief which they, Dy aws 
of God are entitled to, when withheld from their Ri ht, or 
otherwiſe Opprefled by any. powerful Opponents, who (not 
unlike the preſent Adminiſtration) reſolve to carry their points 
by Force, however Dry ws truth, Juſtice, enn or 
Wolf fenſe. VIV wad Has age ton 418 


| * dad Fifth, When we. a that all our Tam. are firſt 
framed by the 1875 of both Houſes, of Parliament with 


out regarding the Ohjections or Proteſts that are frequently 


made to them by the moſt. wiſe, prudent and difimerclicd 
| Members thereof—there is no reaſon to wonder at it. 
It 


(8-4 


It reminds me of the following lines o 29 gur friend Bis , 
in the concluding, part f hi letter go; # HOSTS, F es 


Fee: „ But He! avs be firaig';*thetiine is not favioff,: 02 A 

— When He * rigbt to reign upon the Earth, ,, 
nd of Wee othing we have been elle, 

ill come and put th ll one? moe do rights: 

Then bo e e prele f venal Tribe in 

” Who hate {les of 4 Reformation! 117 07 147 s 
But fluſn d wih proſpect o defpotie our, in gin 
From P>—— corrupt 48 H TRE, : beg vr 
Amidſt Diſtractions of che Latter-day,” Ih e 

a fe 3 70 are elate as as if all 'Things'v went well. te 


11; 2194 551 001 ul 3 4) nile q 


And Sir, That this/ward of the heyiof Davan, may. not 


"O11 
100 b 


1 de deficient.— I beg leave to hk m_ and all 1 ſince re 
Friends to the following extract: 009 Ae e mien 
h 21h, D,j,ñJôbaqqtor T gas t noi Yo rn N 400 885 hi 


ride νỹu the Futuren 'of | the Public elbe t2B jon 
2 1) AuO). N44 ** %% i alle 5 5 / 
lo: MIB bas tice BATH, Nov. 16, 444) 


1111; have no idea of VIS 8. complaining of the degeneracy 


of the times, or of the defects either j| i 0 Articles of our 


Church, or the Affairs of State, wi e Ne 
in: their on conduct, and Poe oh 

herein the defect or deficiency lis. 140 5120 Wo ö Petite. 
tion, Sir, upon meeting a Farmer yelterday in, the road to 


Briſtol, who told me, that he was going there to an Attor- 


ney that was concerned, againſt him for the value of a Hotſe, 
which was put under his care to keep (and cure, if he could, 
by * exerciſe, of his ſore heels) at three ſhillings and 

ſix- pence 
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da were to b Fury theory 

it would, in my humbſe opinion, be attended with more ſa- 
 lutary and happy Conſequences* than any man at: firſt-yiew 
ma) de aware of. ; " ws 1507 207 010! ' 
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ſix-pence by the week. It ſeems the Farmer had been paid 
for keeping and curing him once: aut upon being put to him 
a ſecond time, on the ſame terms, without his being able to 
cure it, the Owner not only refuſed to pay for the keeping, 
but took his Horſe and ſold it, and has fince brought an 
Action againſt: the Farmer for a damage to the Horſe thro' 
his riding of it, who ignorantly imagin'd (though he did not 
appear to the Action) that the Owner could, not poſſibly come 
upon him; and has been told that the Law Charges amount to 
twenty 3 However, they inſiſt upon his paying to- 
wards the Horſe and charges fifteen. pounds. The agree- 
ment was verbal, and without witneſs; — and for the ſake of 


the Public (if it ſhould be too late to benefit the Farmer in 


the preſent” caſe) I ſhould be glad to read your Lawyer's 


opinion upon the matter, in the Ledger. Tho' if my preſent 


notion is right, our Laws ſuppoſes, that if a man is ſerved 
with the Copy of an Action for any Treſpaſs, and he does 
not defend Himſelf, that he is not able to do it; but my chief 
intention is to obſerye that if every Pariſh Church (I mean 


- 


the Veſtry of it) Was to be occaſionally uſed as a Court of 
Judicature for the unweilthy man, in any matter of diſpute 
„with a Neighbour, to be redreſſed in ſuch Courts, where the 


moſt, upright and kubwing in the Law, of each reſpectlve 


„ were to be theſudge andd Jury (iree of any expence) 
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ur, Sir, t to return to'the Tuer of whoſe Fraits many 
of our Friends (eſpecially thoſe who obſerve the eourſe 
of Nature at a Spring Seaſon of the year, when Fruit- Trees 
in general ſeem eager to ſhew their different Bloſſoms) with 
for a Taſte ;—I beg leave to obſerve for their Comfort and 
datisfaction, that our TREE may with great propriety be ſtyled 
the Reſurrection- Tree: For inſtead of the ALMIGnTy s col- 
lecting the ſcattered particles of every abſent Body which hath 
ever appear d upon the earth, and of which, if it was his Will 
and Pleaſure ſo to do, no reaſonable Perſon would indulge 
the leaſt doubt of his Power to do it.— If you will have re- 
courſe to a. ſmall Hand- bill publiſhed in the year 1764, you 
will find that I then gave it as my opinion, and whereon 1 
ſtill think that you and all our Friends may ſafely depend 
That the Children, many of whom I thought were then 
born, would, by the influence of the good Spirit of Gop, 
introduce their Parents to be immortal upon the Earth.“ 
And which indeed I conſider as nothing more than a ſolution 
of the very plain queſtion of Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews * 
who came to Jeſus by night, and ſaid unto bim, Rabby, we 
"know that thou art a'teacher come from GOD, for no nan can 
- dotheſe miracles that thou doeſt, except GOD be t6ith him (a). 
FJeſus anſwered and faid unto him, 2 verily I ſay unto thee, 
wow ay a'nian be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdoin of GOD. 


WOILY | |  Nevo- 
(a) John i ., % 2. et % c ie 5 * „ 3: #67 0 
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Nicodemes faith unts him, -How cun a man be born when he ts 
old? can he enter the ſecond time into bis mother's womb, and 
be born again? J 25 — FVerih, verily 1 ſay unto thee, 
Except a man be born of Water, and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of GOD. That which is born of the 
A: den bat which is born of the Spi 2 
arvel not that Iſaid unto thee, ye muſi be gain (6b). 
And of which. Nicodemus (though a Ruler) — to have 
had but a very imperfect idea. To be ſure, Sir, our preſent 
Rulers, notwithſtanding this Age is very much. enlightened, are 
ſ o ſttongly prejudiced in favour of Opinions handed down to 
them by Tradition, that they ſeem to be as ignorant of the 
matter, as Nicodemus; and would fain perſuade me to be- 
lieve, that we are as much in the dark as they ate: forgetting 
What the ALMIGHTY hath told us by his Servant Moſcs— 
And the LORD faid.unto me, They have well ſpoken that which 
they have fpoken. I will raiſe them up a Prophet from among 
Their brethren like unto. thee, and will put my words in bis 
mth, and be ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I ſhall command bim. 
And it. ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoever ſhall not bearken unto 
my. words which he ſhall pen in my name, I will require it df 
him (e). — hut, that our Friend Eſdra, of all Mankind, 
ſhould, in their eſtimation, be the only man excluded from 
this ſerious, important and intereſting Diſcovery, is not to be 
.cafily accounted for, 

15 is from thefe confiderations, Sir, that 1 have fre quently 
defired: to be near te the King, that 1 might as ſoon as 
ſible, ſhew him the TREE in queſtion; and (whatever 
be their views who have the car of his Majeſty) I well 


AROW 


| (590 John i iN. 3 to 7. (c) Deut. xviii. 17 to 19, 


(59) 


know my own; amd if theirs are as) diſintereſted, ſhould be 
lad to continue as I am : however, 1 could with to. be with 
or Fiicgd: Efdra; of their Frivy- Council merely for that 
the King, his Family and Friends might know whete t — 
Fault lay gor why it happens that we are yet unhappy, 
ſtili apparently: threatened with Deſtruction? Permit me to 
add, whoever has had the lead in adviſing the preſent deſpo- 
nie Meafures «gainft the nee have not 
the leaſt doubt but the Providence of GoD, will over rule 
it fer the good of the Community, —I am nevertheleſs of 
opinion that: it were better fur him that a millfione were banged 
aut his neck, and that. he were drowned in the depth of. (he 
J[ear(d): - And wich Caiaphas of old, on a fimilar Occaſion, 
think, in the preſent conteſt with ourſelves, that if — 
int kh bn nun Should dir far the peuple (D. 

Sorry | am to find his #$*##***75 heart aided the com- 
plaints of his ##**##*., jt is not for thoſe to find fault. who 
every diy fare ſumptuouſty at his table; nor is it reaſonable 
to expect that they hond prevent others from ſharing i in the 

fame Bounty. But ſurely nhonè but the ſame eorrupt benefit- 
ted Party (except they are very ſimple) ſhould pay any regard 
to their juſtifying one another—and fo many: excellent thi 
having been urged to expoſe them to the injured public, that 
unleſs it was by way of bearing my teſtimony for the Truth, 
and that whatever ſhould happen hereafter, may. not deprive 
any of our acquaintance of the Fruhs of that Tree; which if 
I am rightly inform'd, promiſes a Ae Biotorb.—] beg leave 
to recitè the following ſhort letter of a FRIEND, e it is 
more than probable you never ſaw. | * 
0 


bo 241Mhatt, xyiii, 6, (e) John xviii, 14. 
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»d bebe 1. KING, Per favour of». . 
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© Whither it may ebme to chy knowledge or not, Ichiak 


jt my duty to tell thee, That in my humble opinion thee 
Wilt incur the Diſpleaſure of the ALMIGHTY; if thee, ſhouldſt 
give thy Aſſent to the Eſtabliſhment of popiſh Laws in a 
Country which He hath not long ſince added to thy Domi- 
nions: methinks I hear thy abſent. General ſay, 71 Was it 
for this I conqueted when i fell h ſha: 

n hope thee wilt excuſe the freedom; and in any Acdeuliy 
that” may ariſe, wherein my affiſtance would contribute - 
render thy Crown pleaſant to thine head I am, with much 
truth and honeſty of heart, thy moſt eder. n real F riend, A 

Seh 40. 19, ½ 4. 

And that this Ward of our Kx v may! be complex, da 

me to fefer you to the following lines: | 
0 the Friend of un Univerſal pin, rte 


PE 


Ve Sons of Liberty, grieve for the man; b v7 
tl Wu has no Notion of a, heay 2 a 


225 A ſeems to bald bis C n. Condition, | * 1 
= 7 Notts pure mi ahi Co poop Sons NE 3234s 


ger! Hot. J, to hear yout Sons and Daughters fi, © 
e313 0 LFathery!! we long to;ſee-the latter Dar 
2241 hat we may taſte the promis d Milk and Honey, 1 


bp „Which we'd prefer to Bags of untold Money: Sue 
7 9 when you have drop'd your preſent Clay; M7 't 


* 


BHT? IF: Soul from Body hap's tojfle& away! 55900 1 
21 — lv Aud. you intend to com ont yimre 58 BO 6 n to vn 
eee eee cd 
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B Sir, you will not, from my quoting the foregoing 
D paſſage of Scripture, imagine that I ever expect to ſee it 
a faſhion for Mankind to appear as the firſt innocent and 
happy Pair, before they had eaten of the Tree of which 
they were commanded not to eat. And the eyes of them 
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked ; and they 
ſeed fig leaves together, and made themſelves aprons. And be 
ſaid, I heard thy voice in the garden: and I was afraid, be- 
cauſe I was naked ; and I hid myſelf. And the LORD GOD 
ſaid, Who told thee that thou avaſi naked? Haſt thou eaten of the 
tree, whereof I commanded thee, that thou ſhouldeſt not eat (g)? 
Though I muſt acknowledge, Sir, thro' a corruption in their 
Education or the prevalency of Cuſtom, there are too many 
of the Fair- Sex, who in their indulgencies to certain Tradeſ- 
men, particularly Men- mid wives, promiſe very fair for it 
And however it may be conſidered by the uncandid of the 
Faculty, who may be as intereſted and ſelfiſh as Placemen 
and Penſioners are obedient to the nod of a Prime Miniſter; 
I chink it a duty nevertheleſs incumbent on me, to endea- 
vour that every Man may ſtart fair for the Tree of Li; that 
we may all be upon as equal Terms as poflible, or we have 
not a fair Chance of being equally happy; and that the Con- 
tagion may not extend to the riſing Generation—lI beg leave 
to recite the following extract, which its more than probable 
has eſcaped you, 17 1 
Gen. iii. 7, 10, 11, 


To 


a NR 3 = 9 " Wa , y * — 4 © w"s 
— " 1 Os 

- my * * ” — 
- * e 


(6 


P the PRINTER of the Public Ledger. 


e Having read ſeveral Letters in the Daily and Evening 
Papers, againſt the cuſtom of employing Men-Midwives, &c. 
and the Anſwer in a late Evening Chronicle, and though it 
is the buſineſs of every Author to defend the opinion he offers 
to the Public, you will permit a Female, Mr. Printer, thro' 
the channel of your Paper, to ſubmit to the conſideration of 
your ſenſible Readers the few following reaſons why our ſex 
ſhould be inſtructed, and preferred to men. 

&* Firſt, becauſe the practice of Inoculation has 66 
ouſly encreaſed the number of handſome Engliſh women, and 
the degeneracy. of the times, makes it the more neceſſary we 
ſhould be protected. 

« Secondly, becauſe, in every Age of the World, the Mao, 
whoſe paſſion for a particular wotnan hath predominated, has 
.been known to break through every ſacred tie to gratify his 
deſire ; and notwithſtanding the ſophiſtry of Mr. L— F—, 
Men- Midwives, without ſuppoſing them to be either idiots, 
madmen, or brutes, muſt be ſubject to the laws of nature, 

as well as all other men. 

Thirdly, becauſe it gives them a Superiocity over other 
men, which they have no natural right to. And 

Mx Fourthly, becauſe they might be induced to marry, and 
inſtruc their wives in the buſineſs of midwifery, that ſuch 
Women, as chuſe to be attended by their own ſex, may be fully 
ſatisfied, and their Huſbands equally ſafe. 

« If it was the cuſtom of this Country for both: ſexes to 
appear in public quite uncloathed, or if every ſpecies of gal- 
| wy was as freely permitted in this, as in a * 

| ation 


( 63 ) 


Nation, I ſhould readily agree with Mr, L-- F-—, that there 
would be very little occaſion for the preſent Conteſt but 
till that is the caſe, men of juſt reflection will not, in theſe 
ing corrupt times, ſubmit to a practice ſo alarming. i in its 
tendency, and fo unreaſonable according to the nature of things. 
 * F own, before this diſpute happened, it might be no very 
difficult matter to perſuade the moſt: innocent woman upon 
earth (however ſhe might at firſt view ſtartle at the thought) 
to conſent to # practice in general zpprov'd: of; for that men 
naturally prefer a female attendant under any real indiſpoſi- 
tion, though it has been frequently known they have feigned 
themſelves ſick, on purpoſe, Mr. Printer, to draw us into a 
ſnarè: but ſinee this Man- Midwife has appear'd in the News- 
Papets and Magazines, Lam at a los to conceive how any 
woman of ſenſibility will be able to ſubmit to a Man- Mid- 
wife; or how any man, that is fond of a delicate woman, 
can be juſtified in the preſent practice of employing men; 
or bat notion a ſenſible and beautiful woman muſt entertain 
of the man that diſpenſes with it. 
London, Oc 14g 17%. PAT TY GRANT. * 
2 And the ſubſequent Story of Amnon favours her Opinion 
And it tame to 890 that Abſalom the Son of David had a fair 
After, whoſe name was Tamar, and Amnon the fon of David loved 
ber. And Amnon had a friend, whoſe name was Jonadab, who 
"2045 a very ſubtil min; and Amnon ſaid unto bim I love Tamar, 
brother Ab/alom's Her. And Yonadab ſaid ante bim, lay 
 doton on thy bed, and male thyſelf. ick 2 So Ammon lay 1 


and made himſelf et (). 
b Sir, that this Vurd of our key may not be deſe@tive 
it me to refer you to the following letter. 1 A . 


2 Sam, 1 to 6, a. | 


06) 
To the LoRxD-MAvOoR of the City of London, 
2 « My Lord, | 9 0 %% 91. od. non 
|| * With all due ſubmiſſion I beg leave to addreſs you on 
| the moſt important and intereſting buſineſs that ever came 
| before you; I've often thought of troubling you with it, but 
| there is an over-ruling Power (whether you may admit it as 
i art of your Creed or not) to which mankind are unavoida- 
ly ſubject, and which occaſionally moves them by a ſecret 
Spring, at certain Periods, or on particular Occaſions, to ac- 
complith the great things that are to happen in the World 
as the wheels of any curious piece of mechaniſm are imper- 
ceptibly put into motion by Mr. Cox, or any ingenious Artiſt, 
et Without any other Apology permit me to refer you to the 
encloſed Publication, and to ſay that a Key to the TxxR of 
Lr, is at your Service: You are entitled to it, my Lord, 
for the noble Stand you have made in the Cauſe of Liberty 
well knowing that without Liberty we ſhould be without 
Property, and in ſuch Caſe the Life of an Engliſhman would 
be of no value to him. .!i din loan li non nets I 
G0 on, my Lord, with your accuſtom'd Reaſon, Tem- 
per, Stability, and Moderation:—-And ſhould the Obſtinacy 
of the Times render it neceſſary, —the Key which J ſend 
you, will admit you to the Tree ;—and its Fruits when you 
taſte of it, prove equal to your wiſh.—In a few words, Sir, 
vou will Had it of a conciliatory flavour, with one quality 
"which ydu have not found in any other Fruit, which is this 
No Impoſtor will be able to ſcreen himſelf from its virtues. 
I am, with unfeigned regard, | Your Lordſhip's 
7 9d TOO Vit Very obedient humble Servant.” 
Briſtol, April 15957*397$+- %o en 04 you #246 
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UT, Sir, as the original deſign of this letter was to point at 
the Cauſe of our Evils and propoſe a Remedy; permit me 
to add, That the Liberties we at preſent enjoy, amount to 
little more than that we may be as licentious as we pleaſe, pro- 
vided we are content to be enſlaved at laſt: For notwithſtand- 
ing all that I have therein communicated; and though I have 
pledged myſelf to you in behalf of the Public at large, That 
the Fruits of the TREE of LIE are calculated to finiſh tranſ- 
greſion, make an end of fins, and bring in everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs (i): That this buſineſs is to be compleated in 228 years, 
and therefore it is not too ſoon to begin a Reformation: That 
the preſent Conteſt with the Americans will not in my opinion 
be ſettled till the reform in Church and State is begun : That 
"the hour of temptation, which ſhall come upon all the world, to 
try them that dwell upon the earth ( k), is really come: And, 
however preſumptuous it may be thought by the majofity of 
the preſent Parliament, That I have been permitted to ſheath 
(not the ſword which they ſeem determined to draw againſt 
their Brethren in America, but) the flaming feword, which turn- 
ed every way, to keep the way of the tree of life (): And tho 
I have told them That this great buſineſs was lock'd up in a 
private Madhouſe for he that ſhould be bold enough to attack 
and conquer their common Enemy, and that from the 2cth 
of April, 1761, the day of compleating it, to Dec. 15, 1764, 
| | the 


i) Dan. ix, 24. ) Rev. iii, 10. ) Gen. iii, 24. 


— —— 
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the Day of my birth, and the Year of my Friend . * b& 


-***#'s death, there were exactly 1335 Days, and which I 


conlidered as a Solution of the Prophecy of Daniel, — Baeſſed 
7s he that waiteth, and cometh to the thouſand three hundred and 
froe and thirty days (n): And which I now recite, Sir, chief- 
ly for that whatever changes may happen, Thoſe. who are fo 
far bleſſed as to poſſeſs a Key to the RRR of LI ER, will have 
nothing to fear. —And yet theſe: Bethlehemites, If1 may be 
indulged the expreſſion, inſtead of ſaying W hat Services can 
we render to out Fellow-Creatures, at this alarming Criſis, 
when Heaven ſeems to be preparing ſome red hot Thunder- 
bolt for us! Are catching of Butterflies: Or, inſtead of fay+ 
ing, Sir, you muſt let me have a Key to the Trzr of LIE 
for my Mie, my Son, my Daughter, and my FI END 
They act like the boy who tore down a Nightingale's neſt, 
leſt the thorn at the bottom of it, ſhould have hurted the 
young birds before me were feathered. 
Upon which, Sir, I beg leave to obſerve: | 

Fut, That as the Inventor of the Kzy to the Tazr of 
Lire, is the great Arbiter of the World, it muſt partake: of 
the Attributes of His wiſdom, power, juſtice, goodneſs, and 
truth: —Or it may be conſidered as a gurati ve, parabolical, 


natural, temporal or ſpiritual Kev ; ſince it muſt occaſionally 


open the moſt curious, intricate or obſtinate Lock, in this or 
any other part of the Creation. 

Secondly, That in this Model of it, my Sadie View is 
to pleaſe 124, in order that it may anſwer the propoſed Ends, 
and the better pleaſe you and every man who wiſhes to make 
a right and proper Uſe of it. 

n) Dan, xii. 12 | = Thirdly, 


667) 


Thirdly, That as I have frequently hinted, whoever does 
not make it his firſt point to pleaſe HIM, it is not reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe; that he ſhould au erbat 1 ſo as to bſc it to oy 
real or laſting Advantage. 

Fousthly, That be 8 doth not e examine the 
Wards as they are handed to him, with a deſire of underſtand- 
ing them in ſtead. of cleating up his knowledge, they will 80 
ther have a tendency to perplex or confound him. 5 

Fifthly, That whoſoever, does not deſire to * it, i 
ſeems unlikely that he ſhould even know it from the Lock it 
is intended to open. 

And, Sixthly, That 1 it would be: very abſurd to ſuppoſe the 
man ho continues to find favlt merely with a view that others 
may be as ignorant of it as himſelf, ſhould ever underſtand it; 
as for any man who thinks as he ought, to conclude that in 
the courſe of this publication I would wilfully diſpleaſe any 
one. Which, Sir, for your Information and Govern- 
ment, leads al to the following: extract N a London Even- 

1 A car 1764. (11 | a 
e 6 To Mr. — © £3:3-90 e 
44 Thou need Diſciy le of Sir Isaac NR WTrox, bh 1 FF; 


Go, teach thy "Pups how to mete the Sun! © 
Which hes thou haſt effected, reach thy Gun: 
Then charge it high with Ball, and prime it well, 
And in ſome Evening when the Moon's at Full, 
Level thy Piece—beſure thou hit, the Moon; 


But charge thy Pupils not to, ſtrike the Sun— 
For if tes ſhou'd, by G- you're all undone.” 


And to finiſh this Ward of our Key, to the Tree of Lirx, 
| permit me to refer you to the ſubſequent letter 


To 


( 68 ) 
To the Right Hon, Lord NorTu. 
„My Lord, 1 | 
© I beg leave to refer you | to the few lines addreſſed your 
Lordſhip the 7th, alſo to our Friend Eſdra's appeal to the 
Supreme Being, dated the 29th paſt ; and ſhould have given 


you a hint by Yeſterday's Poſt, on the two American Bills to 
be conſider d by Parliament next Monday; but a certain Rev. 


Gentleman of great Reputation among the Diſſenters, has un- 


dertook to prove that I have not the regular uſe and exerciſe 
of my reaſon at all times, and in all things ; though it is my 
opinion that I ſhall prove the Diſorder lies entirely with him: 
For, my Lord, till that matter is cleared up, which I'll en- 
deavour ſhall be done by the 5th inſtant, it would be abſurd 
in me to expect my opinions Would have any weight in the 
great Council of this Nation. However, it is my intention 


do write you a few lines by Saturday's Poſt, provided ad 


Bills ſhould not then have paſſed into a law. 
nn the mean time I wiſh you at your approaching niuſic 
meeting, harmonious and happy; and if I ſhould be thought 
worthy to be one of the Four propoſed to your Lordſhip the 
2 paſt -I have a ſong in my mouth, of which the key is 
in my pocket, and which againſt your next Rehearſal, I would 
endeavour to teach our Friends. And that you, my Lord, in 
rticular may know wherein the real Ditereſios' confiſteth, 
T be g leaye to | ſubſcribe myſelf, 


'Your Lordſhip's 
Truly obedient and 1 oblig'd Friend, 
And humble Servant.” 


You, Sir, 


" Briſtol, May 1, 1774. 
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OU, Sir, will readily perceive that my deſign in reciting, 
A: the preceding letters and extracts from News-Papers, 
in the courſe of this letter, is not merely to exculpate our 
Friend Eſara from the charge of inſanity; but to ſhew a ſta- 
bllity in his conduct that no wiſe, man will diſapprove : and 
if he bas made any freſh Diſcovery which I have or may 
communicate to the World by means of this publication; 
however it may be rejected by a giddy Multitude, there is no 
doubt but it will be received by you and every ingenuous mind, 
with the candour, impartiality and judgment that is peculiar 
to the unbiaſſed, intelligent and honeſt few. And tho” 
F hate: the thought of 7 — ridiculous or vain No- 
tion, upon a too credulous Publie, am nevertheleſs deſirous 
of eſtabliſhing opinions that have their foundation in Truth, 
and which therefore (as I've often hinted) will be conſidered 
by the moſt diſcerning part of mankind, as ſome of the Fruits 
of the TREE of LIE. And that this Model of our Key to 
ſaid Tree may be finiſhed without a Flaw, I ſhould be glad to 
know every Objection that can be urged againſt either of its 
wards I would not be underſtood to mean the Caprices of 
men who will not be governed by their reaſon, mere votaries 
to Enthuſiaſm; but the maſterly Objections of the moſt Ju- 
dicious and Unprejudiced, who are reſolved to know and do 
what is right, though a Majority in both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment ſhould, upon a Diviſion, determine they were wrong. 
Then, 
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Then, Sir, we ſhould be able to judge whether cur Friend 
Eſdra is inſane, or not; — Or, on which fide the ſtrength of 
the Argument lies.——But if no ſuch Objections ſhould ap- 
pear, That we may as I have propoſed to you, finiſh che Key 
with our 26th Number, and be permitted to make uſe of it, 
as often as we pleaſe, & 1 JON f 
You may perhaps ſay, That our Laws ſhould be firſt new 
modelled, or that the preſent Parliament is not calculated to 
make the Alterations.— In ſuch caſe you will diſco- 


ver the propriety of my defiring to have the ear of his Majeſ- 


ty: In that view I have per favour of Lord North, addreſſed 
him a freſh bloom of the Tree of Life: - And the two ſub- 
ſequent letters will juſtify my letter to the preſent Lord Mayor. 
+ To. the, Printer of the PUBLIC Leporr. 
„% Loenadn, Oct. 29, 1772. | 
When the Steed is ſtolen ſhut the Stable-door is a Pro- 
verb too well underſtood to need any explanation. I am led 
to the reflection by the preſent alarming State of the times, nat 
to be parallelled within the memory of the oldeſt man living. 
I do not mean that we ate yet witheut the means of being 
the happieſt people upon earth, if it be not our own faults, 


becauſe this nation and its dependents abound with riches; 


and I am perſuaded there never was wiſer or better people 
(inſpired men excepted) than are to be now found amongſt- 
us: but the miſchief is, if the King ſubmits to be led either 


by a weak or wicked Miniſtry, notwithſtanding his heart 


may be as good as the heart of any one man that ever exiſted, 
we are not in the leaſt benefitted by it; and, without pre- 
tending to the Spirit of prophecy, if we are not by the kind: 


inter- 


( 71 ) . 


interpoſition of Providence, ſpeedily relieved, deſtruction will, 
beyond the doubt of any thinking man, be the conſequence, 
and that, probably, bethte ſome folks may expect it. 
I am aware, Sir, the wretched hirelings of a day may 
inſinuate, That this is nothing more than the repeated inſo- 
lence of ſome black aſſaſſin who wiſhes to dethrone the K 
ſome buſy fellow of your Livery-gentry, who, if he does not 
mind his own buſineſs, we ſhall ſoon read his name in the 
Gazette.” No matter what the Sons of Sodom fay ; and by 
your leave I will this day, feeble as I am, and with every dil- 
advantage I labour under, throw my mite into the Scale of 
Patriotiim and ſay, without a reformation this nation muſt be 
undone. For heaven s ſake, Sir, is there no man that will 
ſtand in the gap to prevent it? Is it become notoriouſly ex- 
zedient, that the Traitor to his King and Country, whoever 
e be, ſhould die, or the People periſh? And is there no man 
able to drag him to a proper Bar to take his trial? Muſt the 
Cauſe of Juſtice, Truth and Liberty - without the preſerving 
of which it is worth no man's while to exift—die, Sir, aſter 
it has been brought almoſt to maturity, only for want of a 
Genius, among ſo large a body of People, exactly fuited to 
their wiſhes * Or will no man ſtand forth in this critical mo- 
ment (to adviſe the King) and ſay to the people, Gentlemen, 
here I am ! What would you have me to do, Sirs, that we 
may be all ſaved? Do you think me as capable as I am wil- 
ling and ready to aſſiſt you or that I will deſert you after 
having been long wiſhing for an opportunity to do you good? 
You, Gentlemen of the Quill (for L will rank you in the. firſt 
claſs of Worthies, tho”, perhaps, ſome of you have the trouble 
to aſcend an upper-· chamber without conſidering that you are 
_— 
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ſo much the nearer to heayen) have you no feather left, to 
point out an advocate for the Merchants? Or will you tamely 


ſea ſe of Gentlemen of the firſt. character in Commerce; 
by birth, education, and fortune, not to be equalled; many 


of them deſerted by their Bankers (whoſe wheels they have 
frequently oiled) and inſulted by every worthleſs Country or 
City B—, who, by his art and cunning, hath acquired a little 
Money, and who takes advantage of their neceſſities—as if 
there was no Gop, as well as no Legiſlative Power, to pro- 
tet them, I am, Sir, your's, &c.” 

bo e552 To the Rev. Mr. . | 

8 Rey, Sir, | = IE 
I beg leave to refer you to the few lines addreſs'd you the 25th 
of laſt month, and to ſay that I am now here to know wherein 
you will aſſiſt or contribute with me to the eſtabliſhment of a ge- 
neral happineſs. | ; tits 


| 1 «© Believe me, Sir, I had no other view in coming to my old 


Lodgiflg the 23d inſtant, and therefore hope for your ſpeedy and 


| fafe return, and that you will deal candidly and generouſly with me, 


as the Affair is equally ſerious and important—and it I miſtake 
not, only waits for your Approbation and Bleſling. t. 280 531 
The two ſucceeding months I have allotted for its completion; 
and it ſhall not be my fault if the year 1773 be not a Jubilee - year 
in every Court of Europe. | V; 
© «© This for many reaſons I beg leave to direct to the care of **** 
nee, and to ſubſcribe myſelf with every good wiſh for the 
health and proſperity of your Family, | 
1291 Rev. Sir, your obedient and 1 HS 
ORober 29th | oblig'd Friend and humble Servant.“ 


3 


But as the days of Noah were, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the 


Son of man be (n). 
8 (n) Matt, xxiv. 37. 885 | | | Upon 
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FT PON' which; Sir, I beg Leave to remark: 

_ W- Firſt, That the ſigns of the latter Day, are appli- 
cable to the preſent Times.—And Jeſus ſaid unto them, Take 
heed that no man decetve you. For many ſhall come in my name, 

faying, I am Chriſt : and ſhall deceive many (o. But who- 

ſoever hath a Kzy to the TREE of LIE, may partake of its 
Fruits, which, as I have lately hinted, will guard him from 
every kind of impoſition. | ene 
Secondly, And as in the days that were before the flood, they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew not un- 
til tbe flood tame and took them all away (p). So in the pre- 
ſent day, while ſome are indulging themſelves in every kind 
of Luxury and Diffipation, others are as injudiciouſly ruſhing 
into matrimony, without conſidering whether it pleaſes their 
Maker, or not? And thereby very often ſhortening their 
lives: Or, they are ſoon after Marriage, frequently diſeaſed, 
diſcontented and unhappy, — which the Key to the TREE of 
Lie, is deſigned to prevent; and though it may be had at 

a very eaſy expence, if not without Money or without Price, 

Sit is contrary to reaſon to ſuppoſe it can be obtained (any 

more than the Americans can be ſubdued to a perfect Obedi- 

ence to this Country) either by Fraud, or Violence. 
Thirdly, That it would be abſurd to imagine the Son of 

Gop has reference to himſelf as the Son of Man, fince we 

are 


Ty 
1 
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(o) Matt. xxiv. 45 5 7 Ver. 38, 39. 
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are expreſaly told that the birth of Feſus Chriſi was an ibis wiſe : 
When as his mother Mary was eſpquſed to Feſeph, before — 
came together, ſhe was found wirb cbild of the Holy Ghoft. 
he knew ber not till ſhe had brought forth her firſt b born ; — fy 
called his name Jeſus (q). MF; 1 

And, Fourtlily;:/Fhat whether hel is ne upon the m_— 
or Whenever he may appear again in the Fleſh; he will 
as a Thief: Remember therefore bow: nor haſt received,and 
heard, and bold Fuft,\ and repent. . M therefore theu ſhalt not 
watch, I will. come an thee ain en gs not ee 
we Boum I wilh:come tian thee: ( 03 o 1A n lind 12 

Theugh the Misfortune is, — that Mankipd 1nj * are 
attach'd to ſome favourite F oible, and if one offers to point 
at it, Tae, kindle into a Flame as if their Property 
55 juvaded; and notwithſtanding all my endeav outs to lead 
ſuchꝭ to the Maxx. of Lire, they loſe Sight of it ſoon after 

they haye diſcover'd'it; andi it is to be feared myſt be content 
hereafter, to lie for ever, at its root; inſtead of enjoying its 
everlaſting Fruits: Nor is it to be wondered at while ſame 
Spit it ĩs Bautged that erucified the Son of Gon, 2 then Thr 
doalouſly claimed a merit from his Deatl!! 
But Truth is great, and muſt and will nenn. 0 289 771 
f \ ſpite of every doughty Oppoſition. 11 bt 8 E233 510 lib 
Or why not take the proffer d Conte ſt up., 
- And ſhew their Friends that they know how to: reafon 
Is it enough to tread: the dreary path 21 3 
Their Fathers trod, perplex d with Doubts arid Mazes!. 
Or, ſhou'd'they tear to meet a man unſkilll d 
Ia Arts and Sciences; a ſtranger: quite 
To all the Charms which Orators poſſeſs? 


9 Matt. i. 18, 23. (r) Rev. iii. g. 
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Why fill each other's Head, with echoing, Sand = 

Of Paradiſe once loſt asrif the N 171 511 to om ee 
Was ne'er 40 be ſegain Alb adam d agi lum ive 
Den ſuch be dt emid t bela? l « 6568 
A there de Youth im a! put 1 At wy ene N ten, 

40 No Man of ripen! d * Whqmat Re 556 zial q? 
To ſhew the. World t 49.4 2 of Kt 9 11 ban {ivy 
Or point put-where our notighs are ergo? . 7. had 
Which leads me to the following extrach fiom Friis Hate 
407 Briſtol Journal of OR. the gth, 1773 72 1 5 . iT 

1 5 1 90 5 12 If 5 

. c KT We . cli biguft 
I now beg Leave 0 refer: you ny] lech public! Letter, 
dated from Temple-ſtreet,” Ian. 17, 177, and to ſay that, as 
à continued Volunteer in Four . Set vibe, I have expoſed myſelf 
to the Hardilips and Difficultjes chat uchally attend a volun- 
tary public Character, with as much Patience, Fortituds and 
Reſignation, as the Conſtitution of a true born Engliſhman 
would admit;—and diſcharged almoſt every uhſatisfied De- 
mand incutred in your Service, in this Part of the World; out 
of a Wall Pittance which I was entitled to as Heir? to che 
Effects of my late Daughter, who” died inteſtate: Which, 
though it does not prove the Buſineſs wherein ſaid Obligations 
were incu red, to be of a private Nature, it was rather hard 
n me; and the more fo, if it occaſioned ſome recent In- 
fults, to which my public Views notoriouſly expoſed me: 
But Gentlemen and Ladies, the chief Deſign of this Letter is 
to wipe out, in your Eſtimation, for whoſe Sakes I only value 
my preſent Exiſtence, the Odium that was then intended to 


have been thrown mon me in your Eye, 
| | «To 


(76: 

«© To conelude: Permit me to refer you to your Bibles 
(where one of the firſt Orders was to multiply) and if you 
will multiply the Number of the Beaſt, for it is the Num- 
ber of a Man. (Rev. xiii. 18.) by 5, and by 4; then your 
Multipliers 5 and 4, by 2, 6, and 10; then add your two 
Multiplications together and multiply them by io ;- ou 
will find it to be exactly One Hundred and Forty- four Thou- 
ſand, the ſealed Number of the twelve ſcattered Tribes of the 
Children of Iſrael. do ern 1 
eren er te ar Ol. aal eit e 

Theſe premiſes I recite to ſhew that nothing can be more 
ſtupid than to ſuppoſe the De/igns of the ALlMIiGH , are to 
be fruſtrated by a handful of duſt and aſbes; creatures in the 
ſhape of men, whoſe chief dependencies are on the Nod or 
the Smile of a brotber Norm, and who have no more power 
to reſiſt the Arm of OMNI OT ENO, than a Lawyer has, by 
2 multitude of Sheets of Parchment to ſecure an Eſtate to 
the Heirs /awfully begotten, by his Client's Child. | 
For, Sir, Has the Spirit of Gop, ſaid, To him that over- 
cometh, will T give to eat of the Tree of Life, which is in the 
midſt of 'the paradiſe of Gop (5), and are not The gifts and 
callings of GO D, withaut repentance (t)? Or, is GOD a 
man that be ſhould lie, or the Son of Man, that be ſhould re- 

ent? Hatb he ſaid, and ſhall be not do it? Or hath be ſpoken, 
and ſhall be not make it good (u)? And he ſaith unto me, Seal 

not the ſayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is 

at band'(w). He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt flill: and be 
which 1s filthy, let him be filthy fill : and be that is righteous, let 

him be righteous flill: and he that his holy, let him be holy fill. 

And 


(5) Rev, it, 7. (t) Rom, xi. 29. (u) Num, xxiii. 19, (w) Rev. xxii, 10. 


ä — ——_— 


(+ 75 ; 


Number XX. 


* N F 


4: ND behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is with me, to 
<= give every man according as his work ſhall be, Tam Alpha . 
and <a the beginning and the end, the firſt and the laſt. 
Bleſſed are they that do his commandments, that they may have 
a right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the Gates 
into the City (x). 

But, Sir, To keep to my firſt point, permit me to obſerve 
that there are innumerable leſſer Evils, which have each their 
particular Cauſe, and ſhould be remedied, though the deſign 
of this publication will not admit me to be very minute, for 
inſtance in a few particulars which occur to me at preſent: -. 
rſt. The Rich have liberty to marry and be divorced (by. 
Law) whenever it appears to them that they were not calcu- 
lated to make each other happy; bat the unwealthy (who. 
ought in that reſpe& to be upon equal terms with the Rich) 
1 not the ſame priviledge. 

ably. The Opulent have liberty to engroſs every Kind. of 

Provi ons; and bs hand thern to the Conſumers as ſparingly as 
they think proper, though I have often conſidered their W 
houſes and Lofts as fo many uſeful and convenient Granaries, 
in a Country where the legiſlative Power has been mis, 

zdly. That the lower Claſs of the People, in imitatiom of 
the Rich, as far as their purſes will extend, — have liberty: to, 
buy and ſell' whatever is brought: into the public Market; in 
the fame Market; —by which Og they induſtriouſly ob- 

, Rev, xxii. 11 to 14. tain 
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n 
tain a decent Livelihood, though at a very great Expence to 
the Public; and which 1 apprehend the Magiſtrates might 
prevent, or our Laws muſt be defective: But theſe are not to 
be conſidered as Evils to the Public in general, provided the 
loweſt Claſs of the People were not to feel it. 

4thly. The ingenious Mchanic has had the liberty to in- 
troduce a baſe Silver Coin among us ſo as to render his Ma- 
jeſty's Silver Coin almoſt uſeleſs. 

And, 5thly. The loweſt Claſs of the People, particularly 
the Children of both Sexes, have liberty to be as diſſolute 
and licentious as they pleaſe, with impunity, and as if the 
had neither Father, Mother nor Friend; inſtead of their being 
encouraged to emigrate to a Country where their labour would 
be of more value to the Community at large, and conſe- 
quently they would be taken more care of. 

Which, Sir in courſe leads me to the TREE of LIE, whoſe 
Fruits are to remove the Cauſe of all our Complaints, to which 
Txes this letter is intended as a key, and this Number the 
twentieth or laſt ward but fix; though I beg leave once more 
to repeat that without the propoſed Reformation in Church 
and State, to begin in the Church, it will be in vain to think 
of uſing it when finiſhed to any great public Advantage: And 

to convince ſome Folks that I am not alone in this opinion, 
permit me to refer them to the following extra&t :— ' 


To the Printer of the PuBLIc LEDGER. 
«SIR, | Lonpon, Nov. 5, 1772. 
*© In the London Chronicle of the 22d of Auguſt laſt I 
wis well pleaſed to read two forms of ſubſcription, addreſſed 
to the Gentlemen aſſociated at the r the latter of 


which, | 


C3) 
which, in my opinion, is the leaſt exceptionable; for till the 
preſent 39 Articles are corrected, I think it might be as well 
to ſhut up your Churches, as to keep them open merely to 
accommodate a few Formaliſts in Religion, 
To what other cauſe, Sir, can you ſo much attribute the 
growing deſertion of the moſt ſerious and conſiderate people 
to places of worſhip within and without doors, under various 
different pretences or denominations ? | 
* am for free liberty of thought and action in religious 
Matters, though I was brought up a Calviniſt and Diſſenter; 
but hope to ſce the preſent abſurd, ridiculous, and chattering 
form aboliſhed, and every juſt plea we can poſſibly have a- 
gaioſt worſhipping the one only living and true Gop in ſpirit: 
and in truth, in the eſtabliſhed Churches, fairly removed :— 
Then, Mr. Printer, inſtead of frequently ſeeing, perhaps, not 
half a ſcore old Women and Children at prayers of a week-. 
day at many Churches in this Metropolis, you might at leaſt 
ſee the appearance of a Chriſtian Congregation. 
« If my information is true, in the Iſlands of Guernſey and 
Jerſey, to their honour be it mentioned in your Paper, Sir, 
the Inhabitants will not ſuffer any Sect of religious People to 
oppoſe. their eſtabliſhed form of Worſhip.— Thank Gon, in; 
theſe days of degeneracy, the publick eye ſeems to be opening 
to the neceſſity of a reformation in the Church, as well as in 
the State, which, - Mr. Printer, muſt be Jointly ſupported, ; 
or both! will enevitably fall, | 


ay am, Sir, your's, &c, 
a No Enthuſiaſt, | 
Ra | But real Friend t a Reformation.” 


And, 


6809 


And, Sir, That this ward may not ruſt before the other ſix 


are finiſhed, pleaſe to be referred to the following Cards: 
£5 aDhKk Orchard-ſtreet, March 20, 177g. 
] defire you will ſave yourſelf the trouble of leaving any more of your 


Numbers at my houſe. You are welcome to the trifle fog have received 
NDere f ⁰ 2 


% Mr. ss ſends Compliments to Mr. $**** and will excuſe him 
the trouble of calling with any more Numbers of his Letter. He is very wel- 
come to the trifle he has had.” = | 3 

March 28——75. a 
And which I recite for the ſubſequent reaſons: 


Firſt, for that having told many of our Friends, that thoſe 

Gentlemen had favoured this publication, I think the Public 
F ſhould be informed of their-declining it, and ] don't know 
a fairer method than the preſent. 

For Secondly, when a verbal report is once propagated, it 
| is impoſſible to contradict it through the ſame channel, and 
N conſequently the end by ſuch means, would not be anſwer'd. 
And, Thirdly, becauſe they being very converſant with the 
| Scriptures, might otherwiſe with great propriety have object- 

ed to the opinions which I am endeavouring to eſtabliſh, con- 
trary to thoſe which they have taught from the Pulpit. | 
© You may perhaps fay, © This is a very unuſual method of 
- recommending a publication: I will admit it. But its be- 
ing ſingular, and the Oppoſition very uncommon, it muſt be 
continued in the ſame odd line. —For, notwithſtanding it was 
my ambition to render the propoſed Key to the Tree of Lip, 
to each of thoſe Gentlemen, of infinite Worth ; it ſeetns as if 
they had mutually agreed that I ſhould, thongh; they had 
paid for it, make uſe of it myſelf when finiſhed, without their 
objecting to thoſe wards which I have been frequently told 
hath puzzled the Majority of my Subſcribers, 


But, Sir, 


( 
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D UT, Sir, to obviate the Objections of Men who ſeem to 

expect a Key to the Tree of Life without opening the 
Book wherein ſaid Tree has been preſerved by Cherubims and 
a flaming Sword (our Lawyers might as well comprehend the 
Laws of this Country, by reading a few abſtracts of them, 
eſpecially if they were abreviated;) I fay, Sir, to ſolve the Ob- 
jections of men who are under this predicament, I beg leave 
to refer them once more to the paſſage of Scripture which I 
thought I bad ſufficiently explain'd, © Here is wiſdom. Let 
him that hath underſtanding count the number of the beaſt : 
for it is the number of a man; and his number is fix hun- 
dred threeſcore and ſix,” And upon which permit me only 
to obſerve further, That the firſt Object pointed at is Wiſe 
dom, and therefore it is the more unlikely that thoſe who do 


not make uſe of their underſtanding ſhould know any thi 


of the Matter. And I heard the number of them which were ſeul- 
ed, and there were ſealed an hundred and forty and four thouſand, 


of all the tribes of the: children of 1ſrael (y). | 


And, Sir, to remove (if poſſible) the prejudice of a Friend 
who thinks the Son of Gop referred to himſelf, when he 
ſaid, As the days of Noab were, fo ſhall alſo the coming 
of the Son of man be. We may as well ſuppoſe when the 
ALMiGauTY by his Prophet Haggai ſaid, And the deſire 
of all nations ſhall come, That our LoxD Jesus CHRIST 
was particularly pointed at notwithſtanding the contempt and 


ip» 


| 60 Rev. vii. As 
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ignominy with which he was treated while upon Earth, is 
enough to chill the blood of every conſiderate and feeling man 
who thinks as he ought; and ſo far from his being the deſire 
of all Nations—that not content with praying him to depart 
out of their coaſts (x). But they cried out Away with him, 
away with him, crucify him (a], Even his very Diſciples ei- 
ther betrayed, denied or fortook him and fled. And, I think, 
we may with propriety conclude that the Chief Prieſts, Of- 
ficers and Soldiers who have been or may be cancern'd in 
fixing the Bayonet in the Boſom of their friends—are more 
particularly pointed at by the chief priefts, officers and ſoldiers 
who murthered the Sen of Gop. | 55 4 15 
Which leads me, Sir, to the following extracts: 


Jo the Printer of the PuBLic LI DOER. | 
« SIR, | Br1sTOL, Nov. 3, 1775. 


I have before me the very ſen/ible letter to or from your 


Correſpondent H. Walpole, in your Paper of the 14th paſt ; 


and though I do not agree with him in a few particulars, it 
is a misfortune, Sir, that I cannot with propriety ſhew you 
wherein we differ, becauſe it has been an invariable maxim 
with me that nothing is more impolitic than to give the avow- 
ed enemies of this Country an Opportunity to improve the 
miſtakes or omiſſions of the Miniſter, to our Diſadvantage ; 
and which according to the Laws of nature and nations they 
have a right to do: And, if I was worthy to be a miniſter of 

ſtate, it would mortify me, to read ſuch letters in our News- 
papers. For although I long as much as any man for the 
happineſs of the whole World—am nevertheleſs tenacious to 
preſerve the balance of power inviolate to theſe Dominions, 
| | „ * with- 
1Z) Mark iv. 17. (a) John xix. 115. 
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without which it ſeems impoſſible to ſecure the wiſhed for 
general tranquility, than which nothing leſs will ſatisfy the 
ambition of your correſpondent, I. P. GRANT. 


For the PuBLic LEDGER, 


oe A CARD to Delia. 
% My dear Maid, * 
If you will give me your hand, and endeavour with me 
to make the world happy, it 7s my ambition' that you may 
be not only the happieſt //oman upon the Earth, but the 
pride of a certain Village, and the glory of your Sex; and 
being in poſſeſſion of the two great ſecrets in Alchymy, in 
my opinion, cannot fail to ſecure it. Vour anſwer in the 
Ledger will oblige your conſtant and faithful thi; 
Paradiſe, Nov. 5, 1772. STREPHON,”' 


Should you, Sir, from the preceding Letter and Card ima- 
gine, that our friend ST&EPHoON has any thoughts of a ma- 
trimonial Connexion with either Lucy or Patty the Nieces of 
our friend J. P. GRAN T, -I have authority from him to 
tell you that at preſent he is determin'd to wait for a Key to 
the Tyr of LIFE, at leaſt till this publication is finiſhed'; 
for to uſe his own words, he ſays, every Woman is either 
a good or bad Angel; that a miſtake in the choice of a Wife 
is not to be diſpenſed with; and by having the Key of know- 
ledge of good and evil, that he thall be able to diſtinguiſh 
one from the other :'* Nor can J, in this latter Day, blame 
him for his precaution := Though one might have imagin'd 
his poſſeſſing the two ſecrets in Alchymy (which by the bye, 
as he is determin'd to ſtand or fall with us, is a happy cir- 

cum- 


a ceo . — — > — — — 
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cumſtance in our favour) would have guarded him from any 
miſtake of that ſort. 


However, Sir, to finiſh this ward of our Key as it ought to 
be finiſhed, permit me to make the few following obſervations : 

1ſt. That we cannot be too thankful to the ſupreme BEING 

for having not only preſerved and pointed out the Tree, but 
removed the flaming Sword which guarded it, ſo that we may 
in his due time, freely partake of its Fruits, and wherein our 
reaſon, if we uſe it as we ought, will not fail to aſſiſt vs. 
_  2dly, That it behoves the Covetous to confider they were 
formed for nobler purpoſes than to heap up riches which they 
know not who ſhall inherit: And whilſt the bulk of Man- 
kind ſeem wholly bent on their immediate trifling gratificati- 
ons, it would be well for the more wiſe and prudent to join 
with us in endeavouring to pleaſe n1M, who it I may be in- 
dulged the expreſſion, is longing to reinſtate us to the Joys 
and felicities which our firft Parents loft. | 

Idly. But that we cannot be too much on our guard, leſt 
thoſe who provided they are indulged in their different child- 
iſh Purſuits, may be fatisfied hereafter to lie quiet, ſhould 
perſuade any of us to follow their ſilly example in declining 
this publication. 

For Athly. It is intended (as I have often told you) for 
neither more nor lefs than the Pee of what we were 
formed for, and every man may repoſſeſs, if it be not his 
own fault. | 
And, '5thly, It is what the Son of Gop was {ent into the 
World to accompliſh, and as I have frequently hinted, is to 


be compleated in the approaching year of our Lord 2002, 


He 


3 
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| 77 that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto 


* the churches, He that overcometh, ſhall not be hurt of the 
ſecond death; therefore fear none of theſe things which thou ſhalt 


her: behold, the devil ſhall caft ſome of you into priſon, that he 


may be tried; and ye ſhall have tribulation ten days: but be thou 
Faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life (b).— 
Upon which, Sir, as far as may be conſiſtent with this con- 
fined publication, I beg leave to make a few remarks : But 
before I proceed, permit me to obſerve that the Date of J. P. 
Grant's letter (page 82) ſhould have been © 1772;” inſtead 
of © be ſatisfied hereafter to lie quiet” (page 84) it ſhould have 
been be ſatisfied to lie quiet, hereafter ; for the further ſatiſ- 
faction of a particular“ Friend' (page 81) I would once more 
refer him to the paſſage of Scripture ſuppoſed to be recorded 
by our Friend Maſes, and which I pointed at in page 76, 
God is not a man, neither the ſon of man: And upon the 
general received opinion that the Son of Gop was The Very 
God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one ſubflance with 
the Father, by whom all things were made: He could not 
be the fon of man. Permit me to add, If it ſhould be 
aſked who the Son of Gop pointed at, ſuppoſing he had no 


view to himſelf? I think it muſt appear obvious to every con- 


ſiderate mind, that he pointed at the man (whoever he might 
be, a circumſtance only known to the Father) that ſhould not 
only convince the World of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of 

(3) Rey, ii, 11, 10, Judg- 


( $6 ) | 
gment, but ſhew us things to-come;3 and that ever fince 
the Sen of Gop was rejected, we, have been invited by the 
Promiſes and Exhertations in the Old and New Teſtament, 
to undertake this Affair. 

And Sir, it affords me no ſmall degree of ſatisfaction to 
think that I ſhall in the courſe of this and its ſubſequent let- 
ter, by the aid of a ſey to the Tree of LłyR, be able to point 
out to you and your Niere, for the information of all N ILONE: 
the promiſed Meſſiab. | | 

Permit me now to remark : 

Firſt, that it might be better for us to have 1000 boli deaf, 
dumb and blind, than not ſhew a proper regard wen Reve- 

lation of Saint Jon N. 

Sͤccondly, that the Reward here offered to as «hit MER 
_ cometh, implies a ſecond Birth, or we ſhould not be _—_ 
to a ſecond Death. 

Thirdly, that in order to our being taſted is this topital 
matter, it was very expedient we ſhould be firſt tried;—and 
tho' the devil may be permitted to caſt any of us into Priſon 
for a few days, if we are found faithful, we are here promiſed 
a Crown of Life: but what that Crown i is, or wherein it dif- 
fers from the Crown of his preſent Majeſty or any other Mo- 
narch, is an object worthy to be conſidered in the ſecond 
part of this publication. 

But, Fourthly, that ſome one, muſt be the firſt Victor in 
this important Engagement (however the Plan may be after. 
wards adjuſted) is in my opinion a Fact not to be diſputed, 
fince the propoſed Condition is here made in the ſingular 
number, to wit, He that hath an car, He that overcometh, 

or, be thou faithful, &C, 1 
| n 
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Aud to conclude: with the words of our friend Eſdra ;— 
But ſhou'd the Laurel be conſerr d on me 
With joy I'd ſet the fetter d Captives fre: ** 
The heavy Burthens of the Poor, unbind; 
Conſole 4 Deaf, the Dumb, the Lame and Blind: 
In ſhort, I'd be the Friend of all Mankind. 1 ö 
f Which Sir, m courſe leads me. to the following —_— 


Jo the Printer of the PuBLIc LEDGER. 


6 $ 1 R, Oro Bonn-STREET, Aug. 31, 375 oY 


On reading a ſhort Comment upon the Loxp's 22755 
in a late Evening Paper, the following definition occurred to 
me, and is at your diſpoſal. _ 

« After this manner pray ye,” was the injunction of he 
Sm of Gop, therefore any different form cannot Bey, 
diſpenſed with. 


Our Father who art in Heaven: To thee we are indebt- 


ed not only for our being, but for placing us in a ſpot of the 
Earth where we have liberty to worſhip thee according to the 
dictates of our Conſciences ; and though we are not all fully 
ſatisfied with the preſent eſtabliſhed — of 1 ve 
have much reaſon to thank and praiſe thee for that we are 
nat obliged to bow ta a ſtock or ſtone. 

„ Hallowed be thy name: Thou art the great Jehovah 
the I am that I am—the one only living and. true Gon, 
whoſe praiſes we cannot ſufficiently celebrate. 

„y Kingdom come: We long for. thine appearance, 
hte undoubted right it is to reign, and of whoſe Kingdom 
and Government we are aſſured there ſhall be no end. | 

« Thy will be done in Earth as it is in Heaven:“ When the 
wiſe inhabitants may be ſatisfied with their ſituation, without 
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being hurried through the Air to the Poſſeſſion of ſome un- 


known diſtant Planet, ſee no reaſon for a Diſſolution. of the 


World (a figure in the Scriptures) but think this a ſtate of hap- 
pineſs infinitely beyond their deſerts, and to be enjoyed for ever. 
Give us this Day our daily Bread :” Continue to bleſs us 
with ſuch Food as thou knoweſt to be beſt ſuited to our na- 
tures—let us enjoy it as thy free gift, and with the utmoſt 
gratitude, nor further abuſe thy Goodneſs to us by our intem- 
perance or forgetfulneſs. 

* And forgive us our Debts as we forgive our Debtors:“ 
Let us rejoice to think that thou art more ready and wil- 
ling to forgive us our treſpaſſes againſt thee, than we are to 
forgive one another. oy 
And lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil:“ Suffer us not to be tempted more than thou wilt ena- 
ble us to bear, or, with every temptation or trial ſhew us a 


way whereby we may either eſcape or overcome it. 


« For tbine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, 
for ever.“ But let us not act like F—-s who love to flatter one 
another, by aſcribing to thy Son the Attributes which he has 

icularly directed us to aſcribe only to thee. A. Z.“ 

And, Sir, to finiſh this award of our key to the Tree of LI R, 

T beg leave to refer you to the ſubſequent extract from the 


Briſtol Gazette of Oct. 14, 1773. 


| ATE EAT RD. 

Horatio preſents his Compliments to M— L—, and wiſhes 
to know whether ſhe has any Notion of being Lady Mayoreſs, for 
that he has half a mind to the City Chair, and thinks the Honour 


and Stability of the Livery of London may be relied on.“ 


New Bond-ſtrect, Oct. 10th, | 
Upon 
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T T PON. which, Sir (it having been objected that ſaid Card 
has no affinity with a Key to the Tree of L1re) permit 
me to obſerve, 2 "EO ds 
Firſt, that it does not ſeem likely we ſhould, prove the uti- 
lity of this publication without forming one, if not tuo ma- 
trimonial Connexions from the Parties therein concerned, ſo 
as to afford a general ſatisfaction. | 8 oo 
Second, that if the ſaid Card had been properly regarded 
by the Parties to whom it was particularly addreſſed, our 
friend Horatio would probably have been in the wiſhed for 
Chair; the propoſed plan not only brought to a degree of 
maturity, but the ſpilling a great deal of human Blood had 
been prevented. | RT 
And Third, that it is become an object more ſerious and 
important than ever, to determine upon the expediency or in- 
expediency, of ſuch Connexion or Connexions : but I have 
authority to ſay for him, that his great ambition is to pleaſe the 
Public, in whoſe Cauſe he has deliberately engaged. | 
Such ſuperficial reaſoners may as well preſume that there 
is no neceſſity for reciting the following extract from the Pub- 
lic Ledger of Nov. 30, 1772. . 
3s Pour the PuBLic LEDGER, 
V Second CARD to Delia. 
4 dear Maid, 7 9 
* In a former Card, I omitted to ſay in what manner the 
two great diſcoveries which I have been able to make in Al- 
* chymy, 


(ow 


chymy, are lodged with me, and which perhaps will not be 
diſagreeable to you and the Public to know, | 
That which particularly belongs to the Public, and which 
I cannot appropriate to any private uſes, —has its reſidence in 
the head; butthat which more immediately concerns you, and 
conſequently is at your diſpoſal, is very ſecurely rivetted to the 
Heart of your faithful and conſtant STREPHON.” 
Paradiſe, Nov. 19th. | 

And now, Sir, permit me to refer you and the moſt conſi- 
derate of our Friends, to the following letter : 
To the Right Hon. Lord Nox rn. | 
My Lord, © 44. Brifftol, June 3, 1775. 

* However you might conſtrue the few lines addreſſed your 

Lordſhip the 8th of May, 1774, it appears to me a duty, and 
therefore without any other apology I beg leave to refer you 
to the 1 5th Number of a Key to the Tree of LIFE, publiſh'd 
and ſent you the 18th of April, the very day (if the public 
Prints are to he credited) that a Detachment of His Majeſty's 
Troops embarked on board a number of boats, at the bottom 
of the Common in Boſton, and the next day had a Skirmiſh 
with their American- brethren, W 5 
Happy for this Empire, my Lord, if my hints had been 
attended to, and no diſhonour to your Lordſhip to have con- 
ſidered me as the King's friend. | 
This publication addreſſed you, will be a proper witneſs in 
my favour; and the ſooner my opinions are a guide to A n, 
the better will it be for the whole World; for till G.. 


relax in their deſpotic reſolutions, there is too much rea- 
ſon to fear, that however we may be indulged hereafter, 
with Wine and Oil, the multitude of inhabitants on this ſide 


Hut, 


of the Atlantic at leaſt, will ſoon want Corn. 


C. 991 
But, Sir, to bury the Objection of our worthy Friend who 
ſuppoſed the Son of Gop referred to himſelf when he faid; 
* As the days of Noe were,” &c, In my opinion, he might 
with equal propriety conclude, that our friend Eſdra was not a 
Child of the m9 Hin; or, that there never was, nor ever 
will be any other Son of Gon than our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Which leads me to the following extract; 
To the Printer of the PusL1Cc LEDGER. | 
© I am aſtoniſhed, Mr. Printer, to think how. much care 
my Papa takes of his Horſes and Dogs, and how little he 
troubles himſelf about his only Child; I don't mean that he 
is without parental affection, for he thinks nothing too good 
for me, and fince my Mama's death is never contented, when 
at home and without company (except in racing or ſhooting, 
time) if I am not with him. But as he is extravagantly fond 
of his Gun, eſpecially in the Partridge Seaſon, at preſent 1 
have very little pleaſure of my life: for you muſt know, Sir, 
he has a favourite Pointer which he particularly values for her 
Mother's ſake, —But yeſterday came home from a party of 
Shooting, and was ſo angry with the Groom (though there's. 
not a more honeſt, careful or ſober driver to be met with) that 
he turned him off, becauſe he did not carefully tie up Phillis, 
who was then proud; for that her Mother never made a falſe 
point, and her intended Father was not to be fellowed. Pray. 
do, dear Mr. Printer, mention this in your Paper, that it may 
(if poſſible) reach my Papa's ears, for there is not a better- 
temper'd man breathing, nor in all other reſpe&s a more con- 
ſiderate Man; and I ſhould think myſelf happy to have a Huſ- 
band of his choofing, half ſo fond of his Daughter as he is of 
his favourite Phillis, Your's, '&c, LEonoRa.” 
Bond- ſtreet, Sept. 10, 1772. And 
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Gd, upon which, Sir, I think it my duty at preſent only 


to obſerve, that if Parents in general, had been as careful in 


marrying their Children as Sportſmen have been in the breed 
of their Horſes, Dogs, &c. there would not be ſo many Sim- 
pletons as there are to be met with every where, the natural 
off-ſpring of Connexions where Money hath been the chief 
Object of Conſideration. 

Which leads me to the following paſſage of Scripture : 

To him that overcometh will [give to eat of the hidden manna, 
and will give bim a-white ſtone, and in the ſlone a new name 
written, which no man knoweth ſaving he that receiveth it (c). 

And, therefore, Sir, I beg leave to finiſh this ward of our. 
key, with a few remarks: 


1ſt, That the propoſed Key to the Tree of Live not only 


leads us to the knowledge of good and evil, but points out to 
us a hidden manna, very different to that which cur fathers did 


eat in tbe wilderneſs, and are dead; and of which, if any man 
eat, be ſhall live for ever (d): Tho' this only upon condition 
that we overcome our Paſſions, Prejudices and Miſtakes in 
life; and are content to be governed by our Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience, the two great Luminaries which ſhould diſtinguiſh 
us from every other part of the Creation, and which every 
man bringeth into the World with him. 
- 2dly. That in ſuch caſe we are here promiſed a 70h1te fone, 
and new name, written ſo as not to be eraſed or obliterated by 
time or the moſt ſubtile and malicious Adverſar 
And 3dly.* That it ſeems much eaſier to conceive than de- 
ſcribe either, fince we are told by the ſacred I it is 
what no man knoweth ſaving be that receiveth it. 
bo 2! * - = But Sir, 
(c) Rev. ii. 17, (d) John vi. 49, 51, | 
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UT Sir, I am ſorry to think that notwithſtanding what 

has been ſaid upon ſo important and intereſting a Subject, 
ſo little regard has been paid to it, that to uſe the words of 
our friend Eſdra on a ſimilar Occaſion, 


* One might as well ha' been whiſtling on * Hill, 
* In a hard Guſt of Wind, to ſtop a Wind-mill.“ 


Though you will allow that that proves nothing more than 
the pride and obſtinacy of thoſe who have the management of 

blic Affairs, and do not chooſe to acknowledge they have 
miſled His Majeſty: —who, it ſeems, have ſubſtituted great 
Power in the room of ſhining Talents, or preſumed that great 

Abilities would ſupply the want of public Virtue, 
| Theſe Men, Sir, it is to be feared, will not give up the 
reins of Government, till they can hold them no longer. In- 
deed I cannot help blaming every Nobleman and Gentleman 
of either Houſe of Parliament, to whom I have offered a Key 
to the TREE of LIE, for having treated it as if it had been 
nothing more than a crooked nail, made of very bad iron; or 
why have they not obliged me with ſome kind of anſwer? 
Ils it becauſe the wards are not compleated, that they ſhould 
have ſo much neglected thoſe I have ſent them? Or, for 
that they have not diſcover'd in themſelves © a white fone, 
and in the flone a new name written,” they ſhould from thence 
infer that I have not? 

Or, 


( 94 ) 
Or, will any man endued with common underſtanding pre- 
tend to ſay, it is not happy for the World that ſuch a fone 
has been diſcover'd; and a peculiar honour to the City of 
Briftol that it was firſt diſcovered there: 

And now, Sir, I beg Leave to obſerve, that my introducing 
a ſecond Card to Delia from her friend Strephon, may ap- 
pear neceſſary, when I tell you they both want to have Leonora 
and Marta of their party ; if I rightly underſtand him, they 
all think a plurality of Wives, by no means a violation of the 
Divine Law; that there have been ſo many egregrious blun- 
ders from our preſent ſyſtem of Laws, that ſome material 
alteration is become abſolutely expedient ; and that when our 
unnatural and unhappy diſpute with the Americans is ſettled, 
we may expect it, : | 8 5 

Then Sir, if our friend Eſdra could, with your approba- 
tion, be prevailed on to form the other Connexion with our 
friends Lucy and Paty Grant, &c. Cc. hinted at in Page 89, 
ue might be ſoon able from ſuch a Coalition of Parties, to 
prove the Utility of our plan; and without a doubt, taſte the 
ſweetneſs of the Fruits of the Tree of Lis, in very great 
perfection: But, you, Sir, from your prudential conſiderations, 
may ſuggeſt a thouſand difficulties, which before hand I dare 
oblige myſelf, in the courſe of the ſucceeding letter to remove; 
and which I have engaged with all my Subſcribers, to pub- 
liſh, -as far as health and opportunity will permit, in the re- 
maining part of the year 1775, provided the Public have no 
objection to it. 

Which leads me to obſerve, that however it has been re- 
preſented to *. #**###_ Eſq; it was not my fault that the laſt 
ward of our Key was delayed a day extraordinary, out of 
Com- 
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Compliment to his Majeſty's Servants, which I have reaſon 
to think will not happen again, and which I hope will be 
deemed a ſufficient apology : And having. but two wards be- 
ſides the preſent to compleat ſaid Key, ſhould be well pleaſed 
if any of our Friends would point at any material flaw which 
they may have conceived in any of the preceding wards, that 
it may not only the better anſwer their wiſhes, but be zhe De- 
fire of all Nations. To which End, permit me to refer you 
to the following paſſage of sAacRED WriT Therefore all 
things whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do to yeu, do ye even 
fo to them; for this ts the law and the prophets (e). 

Upon which, Sir, I beg leave to make the following ob- 
ſervations : | | 

Firſt, They are the words of the Son of God, and the con- 
cluding part of the beſt Sermon that was ever preached upon 
this our Earth. 

Secondly, That our Teachers, in every Age of the World 
ſince, ſeem to have been labouring to puzzle and perplex 
Mankind inſomuch that it is frequently a difficult matter aſter 
the attendance of an hour or perhaps two, to know what the 
Preacher has been aiming at, except to lead captive his de- 
luded brethren and ſiſters. | 

For Thirdly, The whole genuine Buſineſs is here ſummed 
up in a very few words, and which no reaſonable Being will 
pretend to ſay he does not underſtand, or that he can with 
the ſhadow of propriety find fault with. ': + 

But, Fourthly, Notwithſtanding we are here told by the 
Son of God, that this is the Duty which the Prophets point- 
ed out—Mankind in general, ſeem reſolved to adopt any other 


ſyſtem 


() Matt, vii, 12. 
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ſyſtem in preference to it; and fo far from making this their 
Rule, fome who rate high in profeſſion, will not conſent that 
others ſhould do what they eſteem commendable in themſelves. 

And, Fifthly, If Adminiſtration had adopted this maxim 
which the Lord Biſhops ſhould undoubtedly have recom- 
mended, in regard to our diſputes with the Colonies—the 
horrors of a Civil War had been prevented, and we might 
have been now regaling ourſelves with the delicious Fruits of 
the Tree of Lips. | I 

Inſtead of this, Sir, moſt men juſtify one another by ſaying, 
* This is not a State of Perfection, as if they wanted to be 
indulged in doing what they know to be wrong, and then 
claim a merit from his death whoſe errand was not merely to 
exculpate us from the Sin of our Firſt Parents but lead us to 
the knowledge of the TRE in queſtion ; 


But, Gop be prais'd, the Time is not far off, 
When all our ſcatter'd abſent Friends will laugh 
To think what Idiots their Fore-fathers were, 
(Tho' they 4new how to mete the Atmoſphere) 
To ſhut their Eyes, then ruſh into a Snare, 
Which they were often caution'd to beware. | 
In ſhort, whate'er ſuch Wiſe - acres may think, | 


Tis better they ſome bitter Draught ſhou'd drink, 
Than they ſhou'd in their Childrens Noftrils ——. 


Which leads me to the following Paſſage of the Divine 
Writings—The ſilver is mine, and the gold is mine, ſaith the 
LORD of hots. (f). And upon which, Sir, permit me to 
make the few ſubſequent remarks : 85 
1ſt. That they are the Words of the AL MIGHTY, by his 
Prophet Haggai, but have no ſort of reference to our Lord 
Jieſus Chriſt, as the Loxp of hoſts, 


(f) Hag. ii. 8, 2dly. 
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Ne ſome men act as if they imagined the Ar- 
| MIGHTY had nothing to do with their Money. 

Or, zdly. As if they were not accountable to Him for the 
mes to which they appropriate it. 

And 4thly. As tho they were to enjoy it without any kind 
of interruption, or without conſidering that it will profit a man 
nothing, if he ſhould gain the whole World and loſe his Soul (g). 

If, Sir, ſuch prudent people could be admitted to a Second 
Birth, and were to be reinſtated to their preſent Poſſcſſions, 
it might be an Object worthy of their Care; but as matters 
are ſituated, for them to be always racking their poor brains 
to increaſe that ſubſtance which they may be aſſured will be 
enjoyed by Others, to their eternal Diſadvantage ; is ſuch a 
Malter. piece in Folly, that cannot be too much exploded : 
nor- can there be the leaſt foundation to ſuppoſe that creatures 
who. ſet their hearts chiefly upon Money, ſhould ever enjoy 
the Fruits of the Tree of Life. | 
Indeed, we are haſtening to a Criſis when every untried 
man's wiſdom and prudence will be examined by this touch- 
ſtone— Chooſe you this day whom you will ſerve (h). And there- 
fore, it ſeems the ALMIGuTY has permitted a Diſtraction to 
have been kindling and fermenting ſoon after, if not ever ſince 
his preſent Majeſty came to the Throne, inſomuch that it is 
not ſafe to ſay, his Troops will not be outwitted by the Pro- 
vincials, while it is to be feared that he has not a Friend near 


. 
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G) Mark viii. 36, 7. (4) Joſh. xxiv. 15. 
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him, to prevent the Diſhonour which would neceſſarily attend 
ſo diſgraceful and mortifying an Event. ; 
However, Sir, it behoves all our Friends to think ſeriouſly 
of the plan alluded to in the laſt ward of this Key, for ſhould 
it not be patronized on this, there can be no doubt but it will 
be adopted on the other ſide of the Water, and I have good rea- 
Jon to believe, however enthuſiaſtic it may be thought, that it 
has been ſettled ever ſince GOD ſaid Let there be light : &c. (i). 
In that view, Sir, whoever continues to oppoſe it, would 
do well to remember what King David ſays, in his addreſs to 
the ALMIGHTY, Thou baſt a mighty arm': ſtrong is thy band, 
and high is thy right hand(k), Though it is my province 
to ſay, and in which our friend A. Witbey coincides with me, 
That no Conſideration will warp either of us from our Duty 
to our lawful Sovereign: That we will endeavours far as in 
us lie, to reſcue the departing Glory of this Coux RV, from a 
Flight to AMERICA;—But it is my opinion, Sir, that if Lord 
North ſhould quit the Helm, it will be impoſſible,” without 
a Diſſolution of the preſent PARLIAMENT, to prevent it. 
Should any of our Friends wiſh to know why A. W. was 
left out in the late Coalition, he ſeems defirous our Key ſhould 
be firſt finiſhed: And to ſee the World happy, is my firſt! ob- 
jet: upon any other terms, the Light of Jo- morrow, would 
be of no value to me. 
Notwithſtanding, Sir, ſome people have adviſed me to diſ- 
continue this publication; Heaven knows their motives while 
they: pretend to ſay that I might be employed more to my 
Advantage. Such reaſoners would do well to remember that 
no man having put bis hand to the plough, and looking back, ts 
fit for the kingdom of GOD (1). Which 
(i) Gen, i. 3. (4) Pſa, luxxix, 13. (I) Luke ix, 6. 
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Which leads me to 4be _— paſſage of the Taſvice 
Writings—But ſeek ye firft the Kingdom of GOD, and his righ- 
teouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall fy added unto you (m), And 
upon which, Sir, I beg leave to make a few obſervations: _ 

Firſt, That the Words are a very material part of Chriſt's 
Sermon upon the Mount. 

- Secondly, That He taught as one having authority, and not 
as the ſeribes (n). 

Thirdly, That though he was not the Very GOD of very 
GOD,” He was the very Son of the very Gep; or (as before 
hinted) it was the very GOD in bim reconciling the World : un- 
to humſelf (0). | | 

F wt" That biste doth not ff ſcek the Kingdom 
of GOD (1 would not be underſtood here, to mean the king- 
dom of * within us) might as well expect to find it, if 
they” made it the 14% object of their enquiry. 

And, Fifthly, It is 2 therefore to be wondered at, if ſuch 


| chriſtians are as ignorant of ſaid Kingdom, as they are about 


a Tree which they have as injudiciouſſy ſought after. 
With ſuch a conduct, Sir, it had been as impoſſible for me 
to have ſucceeded, as to hive built a Wind-Mill in the Air: 
—— But having gained my point, ſurely no Man ſhould be | 
diſpleaſed with me for having hit the mark firſt, when he 
conſiders that Mankind in general, are to reap the Benefit of 
it, and I cannot poſſibly come. in for more than One ſbare.— 
And though too many of my Subſcribers and Non-jub/cribers 
have been remiſs, I am not without hope they will ſee their 
Miſtake, and permit me to compleat the Yards of their re- 
ſpective Keys, for that I'm ſtill of Opinion, the Key-when 
finiſhed, will pleaſe them all, Which 


(n) Matt, vi. 33. (u) Matt, vii. 29, (o) 2 Cor, v. 19, 
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Which, Sir, leads me to the ſubſequent paſſage of the Holy 
Setiptures - will declare the decree : the LORD bath ſaid 
unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee (pd. 

And upon which, I beg leave to finiſh this ward of our Key, 
'with a few remarks : | 

1ſt. That they are the words or decree of Gop by the Man 

after his own heart (q), who, if he had not deſpiſed the com- 

mandment of the LORD, (r might have had the heathen fer 

bis «4 Wah and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for his poſ- 
a (. | 

1 0. That they are applicable to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

(without proving him to be the everlaſting FA TRR, an Ab- 

ſurdity bordering upon Inſanity, in order to prove his Divine 

Nature, which) no Man in his Senſes, will pretend to deny. 
 -3dly. That it is the Privilege of every Man to become a 
Child of Gop: And if children, then heirs, heirs of GOD, and 
joint beirs with Chriſt (t). But, we ſhould take heed that we 
do not aſcribe to ourſelves, ſo great an Honour, without find- 
ing a few of thoſe marks in our boſoms, which are the genuine 
Spots of his Children: Nor indiſcriminately uſe the language 
of the royal Pſalmiſt, and call it true Worſhip; like a vocife- 
rous boy s bawling out Let us ſing to the Praiſe and Glory 
of Gop the Two firſt verſes of the ſeventeenth Pſalm and 
Gloria Patri''-—Or, any man who reads the Pſalm as if his 
mouth was full of Plumb-pudding.—And then, Sir, 

- * gthly. There can be no doubt, but we ſhall all underſtand 

to make uſe of a Key to the Tree of Life, to our utmoſt Plea- 


3 fare and Advantage: which leads me to the finiſhing ward 


+ Sorin But, Sir, | 


(t) Rom, viii. 17. 


Pf. ii. 7. ( Acts xiii. 22. Cr) 2 Sam, xii, 9. Ci Pla, ii. 8. | 


(tor ) | 


fs 1 — — # . 


* 


Number XXVI. 


UT, Sir, before I finiſh it, you will not blame me for 


glancing at ſeveral other evils, which the Fruits of the 
Tree in queſtion will undoubtedly correct, —ſuch as 


The encouraging of Strangers to fell goods by Auction or 


otherwiſe, where there is a probability of their not being ho- 
neſtly obtain'd, eſpecially when the ſtale bait is to ſell cheaper 
than any body elſe, and under the vague Notion of benefiting 
the Poor, whilſt the crafty and covetous Rich, generally reap 
the Advantage, to the prejudice of the fair and honeſt Tra- 
der, who ought-to live comfortably by his Buſineſs : though 


ſuch conduct is, in common, attended with Bankruprcies, and 


frequently without any real or laſting benefit to themſelves. 
he burying the dead, and opening of vaults where putre- 


fied bodies have not been long depofited, in the heart of any 


opulent City, to fill the Air with Peſtilence and Death, as if 
there was no diſtant proper Field to be purchaſed, or the In- 
habitants enjoyed too much Health without it. 

The encreaſe of Pawn-Brokers (though attended with ſome 
convenience to the Diſtreſſed) as it favours the Houſe-Breaker, 
Thief, or Pickpocket, - the former not ſcrupling to ſtrip a 
Houſe, Shop or Warehouſe, of any kind or quantity of Mer- 


chandize ;—a Practice in the Metropolis, unknown to our 
Forefathers. | 


But, the encreaſe of Taxes on the Neceffaries, inſtead of 3 


laying them on the Luxuries of Life, and public Diverſions; 


cx 
1 


( 102 ). | 

and, wherein the induſtrious Poor are greatly intereſted, —is- a 
Diſhonour to the K -g, and a Diſgrace to his Þ——t, Which, 

to ſolve the Objection of a Friend, leads me to the following 
fage of Scripture lately cited A4. of me, and I ſhall give 
"thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the utter moſt parts of 
the earth for thy poſſeſſion ( u). And upon which, Sir, I beg 
leave to remark : 

Firſt, that the Words are part of a Decree, or Covenant, 
propoſed by the Lorp of the Univerſe, to King DAavip upon 
condition, that he would aſk for it. 

Secondly, that they are not applicable to the Lorp Jesvs 
Custer, may, I think, be fairly concluded from the proceed- 
. ing Verſe, Thou ſhalt break them with a rod of iron : thou ſhalt 

daſh them in pieces like a potter's veſſel (w), X 

- Thirdly, that they are applicable to any Man, of any King- 
dom or Nation whatever, _ (with the Divine Approbation) 
ſhould have ſo much 8 that the KING of Kings 
doth not make that diſtinction between a Prince and a Pea- 

ant, which is produced by thoſe Kings, who aim to enſlave 
their ſubjects. 
But, Fourthly, that no Man can be too cautious, leſt he 
ſhould be found deficient in ſo ſacred, important and intereſt- 
ing a Matter; and in which, all Mankind, muſt n 
ſtand or fall with him. 
And Fifthly, to conclude with the Words of the Royal 
Penman, Be wiſe now therefore, O ye Kings : be inſtructed, ye 
Judges of the earth (x). 
Permit me now to obſerve, that though it was my opinion 
c if Lord Nox TH declined the Adminiſtration, the ancient 
Glory of this Country (without a diſſolution of Parliament) 
would 
(vu) Pa, ii. 8, (w) Ver. 9. (x) Ver, 10. | — 


| 6103) 1 
Would take its flight to America; I neyertheleſs think, if he 
continues to hold the Reins of Government, unleſs he im- 
proves the hint of our friend Eſdra, it will not be in his power 
to prevent it. 1 7 B 
However, Sir, having engaged with this Number or ward, 
to finiſh a key to the Tree of Life; and pointed at many Evils, 
which I have conſidered as a Lock upon ſaid Tree: that a re- 
formation in Church and State (to begin in the Church) was 
abſolutely neceſſary : that the great eternal 'Jenuovah was not 
worſhipped in any Congregation of Chriſtians within the cir- 


cle of my Acquaintance (a few rare inſtances among Public 


Friends, only excepted) in Spirit and in Truth : that many 
of the eſtabliſhed Articles and Creeds, were abſurd. or ridicu- 
lous, and therefore propoſed, that ſome new Form which no 
reaſonable Man could object to, might be adopted: that my. 
chief deſign in this publication, was not merely to communi- 
cate to my Fellow-Creatures ſomething new, but to reconcile. 
the ſeeming Contradictions in the Divine Volume to our rea- 
ſon, and underſtanding. —Inſtead of this, Sir, we have the 
appearance of an abſolute and tyrannic Goyernment, with the 
dire horrors, not only of an inteſtine, but foreign War. 
But that you, and every Man that deſires to ſee a general 
Peace eſtabliſhed throughout the Earth, may not be without a 
Key to the Lock of a Door to the TREE, whoſe Fruits only 
can effect it—Permit me to obſerve, that I firſt diſcovered 
ſaid TREE in the Pariſh of Stapleton, in the County of Glou- 
ceſter; that I have not only taſted of its Fruits, but oblig'd - 
a Multitude of our Friends with a aſte of it.—That I have 
particularly offer'd his preſent Majeſty, Lord North, the Earl 
of Chatham, Lord Camden, the Minority Lords, per favour 


of 


of the Duke of Richmond; the Marquis of Rockingham, 
Earl Temple, Sir George Saville, our. preſent worthy Mem- 
bers, the late and preſent Lord Mayor of London, Anthony 
Todd, Eſq; the Rev. Dr. Wilſon, You Sir, and many of our 
Friends in Briſtol, &c.—a Cutting or Bud of it : And that I 
Have liberty to tranſ plant or remove it, wherever the Majority 


of them may be of opinion it will thrive beſt. Though, it they 
ſhould not approve of its being budded or grafted in this Neigh- 


bourhood, they are requeſted. to ſignify it, by refuſing their 


* Subſcriptions to the propoſed ſecond letter, that I may know 


what Steps are moſt proper to be purſued for the Benefit of 


. the Community at large. 


In a few words, Sir, —— whilſt you and every One that 
Teveth. righteouſneſs, and bateth iniquity, may be anointed with 


the oil of gladneſs above your fellows (y), and find a Key in your 
= Boſom, exactly ſuited to your Wiſhes :-—The Covetous, the 
Proud, the Selfiſh, or the planners of a Puppet-Shew on the 
River Thames, at a Time when that fine Stream is threatened - 
F tabe tinged with even the Blood of his preſent Majeſiy's Jubjetts, 


extracted from one another may find their Keys in their re- 
ſpective Neſtrils, but no where elſe: And the LORD GOD 
(not the Lord Jesus CuxIsr) formed man of the duſt of the 

ound, and breathed into his noſtrils the breath of life; and 


= - man became a hwing ſoul (2). 


„ 


Which concludes me in the Cauſe of Truth, Religion, and N 


Liberty with Reaſon, Sir, 
Lour very obedient and 
1 d F nend and humble Servant, 


3 „H. A L L E N. 
' (3) Heb, i. 9. 650 Cen. i. vs SA nod. 
WET: <7 Tux 


